Guard our civil liberties from USAPATRIOT Act 

USAPATRIOT Act's powers

It allows the government to:

· Search your home or office without your knowledge.

· Monitor your internet use, read your e-mail and examine your online purchases.

· Wiretap your telephone without a court order.

· Detain you without access to a lawyer and without charging you with a crime.

· Minitor your political and religious activities.
    The USAPATRIOT Act, which stands for Uniting and   

    Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools 

    Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terroism, was passed 

    hastily by Congress on Oct. 25, 2001 right after the 9-11  

    tragedy.  It is mislabeled as the USA Patriot Act.

      Three states and 130 cities, towns, 

      and counties have passed resolutions 

      to protect the civil liberties of their 

      16,207,612 residents.

Northern Revolt

by Dean Schabner, ABC News.com,  May 23, 2003

Alaska has joined a growing national rebellion against the USA Patriot Act, voting to oppose the massive federal anti-terrorism law passed by Congress soon after Sept. 11, 2001. 

But Alaska's measure goes further than most, advising police and other state agencies not to "initiate, participate in, or assist or cooperate with an inquiry, investigation, surveillance or detention" if there is not "reasonable suspicion of criminal activity under Alaska State law." 

"We hope that a resolution like this, with the bipartisan support that it has, will urge Congress to re-examine the provisions of the USA Patriot Act that challenge the individual freedoms that make this country great," said Rep. John Coghill, a Republican from North Pole who co-sponsored the resolution.  "If we sacrifice our freedom, we let terrorism win."

The Alaskan measure passed in the state House, with 27 Republicans and 13 Democrats, by a vote of 32-1.  It passed 19-0 in the Senate Wednesday.  There are 12 Republicans and 8 Democrats in the State Senate.

Keep Patriot Act limit

Editorial of The Journal News, April 14, 2003

The Patriot Act gives federal law enforcement wide powers to wiretap landline phones and cellphones, to track e-mail and Internet connections without a warrant, to search property of terrorist suspects without prior notice, to seize certain confidential records, to monitor conversations between a terrorist suspect and his or her lawyer, and to share information between federal criminal investigators and intelligence agencies.

It effectively razed civil-rights safeguards put into effect during the Watergate era after disclosures about presidential abuse of domestic intelligence-gathering against political activists.  Even as the Patriot Act was being discussed, an internal FBI memorandum detailed as late as 2000 serious lapses, such as agents illegally videotaping suspects, intercepting e-mails without court permission, and recording the wrong telephone conversations during sensitive terrorist and espionage investigations.  Now agents can do most of that legally.

'Overreaching' security law proposed

by Cliff R. Tucker (a high school junior from Suffern), The Journal News, June 9, 2003

September 11 introduced a new threat of terrorism against America.  In response to such a threat, the government quickly drafted the United States Patriot Act, signed by President Bush on Oct. 26, 2001.  It created a federal paparazzi, an unscrupulous and unregulated surveillance team (CIA, FBI)… By passing the USAPA, the government is ignoring the mistakes of the past in which federal power was overextended.  The bill's timing was crucial since it was signed so quickly after the infamous attack….The government is overreaching its authority, and the concern arises that many Americans may be wrongfully accused.  This act should remind the American conscience of McCarthyism and Nixon's Watergate….History has judged similar actions, and America must be ever watchful of those in power and oppose infringements on civil liberties and personal freedom.

The Abusive Detentions of Sept. 11

Editorial of The New York Times, June 3, 2003





       (over  ()

It was vital after the terrorism of Sept. 11 that the nation protect itself, arresting and investigating those who might have had a role.  But it was equally vital that it avoid doing things we would later regret, like failing to grant detainees due process or abusing them either mentally and physically.  Sadly, such caution was not exercised, according to a frank and blistering report by the inspector general of the Justice Department.

The report, released yesterday, criticizes an array of practices…. The conditions of confinement were also not proper, the inspector general found.  Detention centers routinely blocked efforts by detainees' families and lawyers to locate them.  Detainees who did not have legal counsel were often made to wait weeks or months before receiving a list of lawyers who could represent them.  The report also identified a "pattern of physical and verbal abuse" against some detainees.  Some were held in lockdowns for 23 hours a day and taken outside their cells in a "four-man hold," using handcuffs leg irons and heavy chains.  Detainees reported being slammed against the wall, or being subjected to such verbal taunts as, "You're going to die here."

Survey: Scrutiny of libraries greater than government admits

by Susan Elan, The Journal News, May 23, 2003

The head of the American Library Association has challenged a Justice Department report that federal investigators contacted public libraries about 50 times in the past year as part of anti-terrorism investigations.  Maurice Freedman, president of the national group and director of the Westchester Library System, said an independent university survey indicates the number is significant higher.

Freedman said Wednesday that the Justice Department figures contradict responses to a survey conducted by the University of Illinois.  Of the 906 public libraries responding, 178 reported they had received visits last year from the FBI.  The survey also showed that the staffs at 219 libraries had cooperated with requests for information from a broad range of lawenforcement agencies, while staffs at 225 libraries said they had not. "The USA Patriot Act, especially with regard to its impact on libraries has eliminated due process," Freedman said.

Cooperation Under USA Patriot Act Considered a Crime
by Michelle Locke, The Associated Press, May 18, 2003

More than 100 cities, and one state, have condemned the USA Patriot Act as giving the government too much snooping power.  In Arcata, a liberal fold in Northern California's Redwood Curtain, the City Council has gone a step farther and criminalized it.  Starting this month, a new city ordinance makes it a crime punishable by a $57 fine for a city department head to voluntarily cooperate with unconstitutional investigations or arrest under the aegis of the Patriot Act, the anti-terrorism bill passed in the dark days after Sept. 11.

Panel discusses perils of proposed Patriot Act 2

by Ben Montgomery, Times Herald-Record, April 24, 2003

The FBI can figure out what you've been reading.  The government can spy on your Web surfing without you knowing.  And the U.S. attorney general can get his hands on your business records.  They may not even need a warrant.  Welcome to America.  A set of anti-terrorism laws - called the Patriot Act - put into effect after Sept. 11 has made it easier than ever for the government to pry into your life.  And critics say it could get a whole lot easier if the Patriot Act 2 slide through.

Library may post privacy warning

by Khurram Saeed, The Journal News, April 15, 2003

At the heart of the debate is the USA Patriot Act, which grants the federal government new powers in its fight against terrorism.  Among them is the ability of agents to review library patrons' records, including the books they've read and the Internet sites they've visited while at the library.  

Contending that the government's authority violates individual civil liberties, librarians around the country has revolted against the law.  Some, such as Finkelstein, shred their internet sign-up sheets daily, while others have put up warning signs to let library users know their activities may be scrutinized.  

The law forbids the library employee who is served with a search warrant from telling the person being investigated of the federal request.  The employee also can't inform any other library employees of the warrant, except the library's attorney, who is not allowed to appeal the warrant.  Kuhns said the law was overkill and ineffective.

Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for weekly peace vigils 

  at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm. For info:   

   www.rocklandaction.org, or call The Fellowship of Reconciliation at 358-4601

