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	Doctors' Lament on Iraq War
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Edward Platt tries out new leg after being injured in Iraq.
	More than 16,000 troops wounded in Iraq have passed through the U.S. military hospital in Landstuhl, Germany.

Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, the largest U.S. military hospital outside U.S., has become the American military's museum of pain and maiming, doubt and anger.

Col. Earl Hecker, at 70, a surgeon who had retired from the Reserves but recently rejoined. He has forsaken his private practice in Detroit for now to help at Landstuhl, working  past his  assigned  90-day tour   to stay  nearly 


150 days. This experience "has changed my whole life," he said,
A month ago, Hecker took four days off to fly home to see his family. He needed a break. They went out for dinner at a nice restaurant. Hecker realized during dinner that he was suddenly seeing the world differently. He looked around at the chattering people, eating their fine food, drinking good wine and he thought to himself: "They have no idea what's going on here. Absolutely none." 

He doesn't think people want to see it. He thinks the nation is still scarred by Vietnam and would prefer not to see the thousands of injured young men coming home from Iraq. "I just want people to understand - war is bad, life is difficult," he said. 

Maj. Stephen Franco, chief of the clinical health psychology service at the hospital, recalled one doctor's comments after attending a memorial service for a young soldier who had died. "I wish some of the lawmakers could attend some of these more often so they can think a little more about their decisions," Franco recalled the doctor telling him. 

Franco's boss, Col. Gary Southwell, chief of psychology services, said, "It's probably the biggest challenge to mental health since Vietnam." (Newsday, 9/27/04) 

A recent Army study led by Dr. Charles W. Hoge of Walter Reed Army Institute of Research, showed that as many as 17 percent of soldiers serving in Iraq showed signs of major depression, generalized anxiety or post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). (The study was published in The New England Journal of Medicine 2004, 352, 13-22)

	Stand for Peace at the Vigil

Saturday, March 19, 1-3 pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet
A day of Global Protest at the 2nd anniversary of the U.S. invasion of Iraq
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