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	Asserters of Conscience




Who knows how many soldiers have left the Army or Marine Corps rather than go to Iraq.  The Pentagon says more than 5,500 servicemen have deserted since the war started in Iraq. 

Brandon Hughey is one of them.  "Before I joined the Army…anyone who said no to a war, I would have thought them a traitor and a coward, " said Hughey.  But when he left basic training, he started following the latest information from Iraq.
"I found out, basically, that they found no weapons of mass destruction…the claim that they made about ties to Al Qaeda was coming up short, to say the least," said Hughey. "It made me angry, because I felt our lives were being thrown away as soliders, basically." 

When Hughey got orders for Iraq, he searched the Internet and found Vietnam era war resisters willing to show him the way north.  He finally crossed the border to Canada.

Pfc. Dan Felushko, 24, is another war resister who went to Canada.  He said he started training just weeks after Al Qaeda attacked New York and Washington - and he was prepared to get even for Sept. 11 in Afghanistan.  But Felushko said he didn't see a connection between the attack on America and Saddam Hussein.  

"Is it my right to choose between what I think is right and what I think is wrong?" asked Felushko.  He considered the contract that he signed with the U.S. Marine Corps “a devil's contract."

Hughey and other war resisters are represented by Toronto lawyer Jeffry House, who himself was a U.S. war resister in 1969. "People should have a right to say, ‘I'm not fighting in that war.  That's an illegal war,’" said House. 

"The United States is supposed to comply with treaty obligations like the U.N. charter, but they don't," said House.  "When the president isn't complying with the Geneva Accords or with the U.N. charter, are we saying, ‘Only the solider who signed up when he was 17 - that guy has to strictly comply with contract?’" (60 minutes, 12/8/04)

G.I. Rights Hotline: 800-394-9544

G.I. Rights Hotline: A network of nonprofit, nongovernmental organizations who provide information to service members about military discharges, grievance and complaint procedures, and other civil rights.
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Rockland Coalition
for Peace & Justice




	Join our Peace Vigils, every Saturday, 1-3pm

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet

                    For info: www.rocklandaction.org         12/18/04
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