PAGE  

	[image: image1.jpg]o

Rockland Coalition
for Peace & Justice




	Passing 2,000




Excerpts from "Passing 2,000" by Celeste Zappala and Anne Roesler of www.Truthout.org  (10/28/05)

	[image: image2.jpg]



Anne Roesler
	
	The number of US soldiers killed in the Iraq War is passing the 2,000 mark. (As of 12/14/05, the number is 2152.)

For Anne (Roesler), the war is an ongoing threat. Anne's son, a Staff Sergeant in the Army's 82nd Airborne Division, has spent more than 550 days in Iraq since the invasion and is currently serving his third tour of duty there.

Prior to his recent deployment, he said, "I don't know what the mission is." 


By the spring of 2003, he knew that there were no weapons of mass destruction. "I'm tired of putting kids in body bags," he said.

Unfortunately, he was redeployed after only 7 months back in the US. Upon returning to Iraq he described the increasing chaos and not knowing who the enemy was. He returned from this tour a very different person than he'd been before. The war and the atrocities he'd witnessed took a heavy toll. 

It was only months before he was redeployed for the third time. Before he left, he said, "If I come home this time, it will take me years to get over it." It will indeed take this country and Iraq decades to recover from this war. 

President Bush says we must fight our enemies abroad in order to prevent them from harming US citizens at home, but who is the enemy, really? We are creating enemies in Iraq daily as we occupy the country and as Iraqis continue to die. Having our troops remain in Iraq is the equivalent of pouring fuel on a fire.

It is too late for the 2,000 families. They are forever tied by grief to the disaster that is the Iraq War. Saving the lives of those who are still serving or about to be sent to Iraq is the urgent mission of all military families who ask: 

· How many more of America's sons and daughters should we sacrifice for a war based on lies? 

· How many more should we allow to return home maimed and broken? 

· How many more families will hear the worst news of their lives, before America says no, we will no longer quietly comply.

	

	Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY

                         For info: www.rocklandaction.org                   12/17/05


Rockland Coalition for Peace & Justice





















