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Iraq Vet Opposes War
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The writer (Michael Prysner) was arrested at the Capitol on Sept. 15 along with 195 others for protesting the Iraq war.

Photo: Stanley Rogouski
On the morning of Sept. 15, I held in my hands a uniform that was issued to me nearly five years ago.

In March of 2003, our government ordered us to put on that uniform, march into a foreign land and take it from those who lived there.

On Sept. 15, we put on that same uniform to march to the Capitol and face those who sent us to war.

When I emerged from jail that night, I saw hundreds of cheering supporters outside.

It is the uniform that the Iraqi people saw stomp through their towns. It is the uniform that drove humvees and manned machine guns. It is the uniform that dragged people from their homes and interrogated them in prison camps.

But on the streets of Washington, D.C., the uniform took on new meaning.

For me, and for my brothers and sisters in Iraq Veterans Against the War, the uniform that once symbolized fear and destruction would now be worn in the spirit of justice and resistance.

The first time I put on that uniform, I hoped I would wear it with honor. On Sept. 15, I finally did.
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Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY
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