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	Grandma drafted to Iraq
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Margaret Murray 
	This past week, the Pentagon announced it's boosting the levels of U.S. troops in Iraq to its highest point ever - 150,000.  

Margaret Murray was called up to serve, who did her active duty back in the '60s.   She is 55, and 4 feet, 8 inches tall.  Her M-16 is almost as big as she is, but that didn't stop her from qualifying as a marksman this week. 




"For myself, I am going to find that a difficult thing to do physically."  Especially if Murray winds up in a place like Falluja, does she find that daunting?  "Scary," says Murray. 

Even disabled vets such as Rick Howell, 47, was called to serve. "I can't run anymore.  If somebody was shooting at me and chasing me I couldn't run away from them," said Howell.  "They'll have to drag me away and make me go." (Old Soldiers Back On Duty, 60 minutes, CBS News, 12/5/04)

Rick Howell is not alone.  In the last few months, more than 4,000 former soldiers were ordered to return to  active duty, but more than 1,800 of them have requested exemptions or delays.  Of about 2,500 who were due to arrive on military bases, 733 had not shown up. (Former G.I.s, Ordered to War, Fight Not to Go, The New York Times, 11/16/04)
In addition to ordering former Reservists and soliders to Iraq, the Pentagon this month extended the combat tours of about 10,400 troops already in Iraq.  Eight soldiers have filed a lawsuit challenging the Army's back-door draft policy known as "stop-loss." (The New York Times, 12/6/04, 12/9/04)
Since the war began in Iraq, more than 5,500 servicemen have deserted, according to the Pentagon. After realizing that there were no weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, and there was no connection between Iraq and Al Qaeda, they refused to fight this immoral and illegal war. (60 minutes, CBS News, 12/8/04)
This war is insane.  Our soliders had no argument with the Iraqi people.  Why travel thousands of miles to go kill them and to be killed?
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Rockland Coalition
for Peace & Justice




	Join our Peace Vigils, every Saturday, 1-3pm

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet

                    For info: www.rocklandaction.org         12/11/04
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