PAGE  

	[image: image1.jpg]o

Rockland Coalition
for Peace & Justice




	Vice President for Torture




"Cheney 'Vice President for Torture'," The Press Association, Nov. 18, 2005
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Dick Cheney
	
	A former director of America's intelligence agency (the CIA) has branded the country's deputy leader a "vice president for torture".

Admiral Stansfield Turner, who was in charge of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) during the 1970s, said Dick Cheney was overseeing torture policies of possible terrorist suspects and was damaging America's reputation by doing so.




President George Bush and other leading members of his administration have consistently denied that detainees suspected of belonging to al Qaeda were tortured for information.

But his opponents and human rights campaigners have claimed that many men taken captive in Iraq and Afghanistan by the U.S. have been subjected to torture in order to extract information.

Speaking on ITV news Admiral Turner said: "We have crossed the line into dangerous territory.

"I am embarrassed that the USA has a vice president for torture. I think it is just reprehensible."

He added: "He (Mr. Cheney) advocates torture, what else is it? I just don't understand how a man in that position can take such a stance."

Republican Senator John McCain has passed a provision to a defense Bill in the senate banning "cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment" of all US detainees.

But the White House has apparently threatened to veto the measure if it is passed by the House of Representatives.

*   President Bush says the US does not do torture, so why does CIA need an exemption?

*   Is this consistent with our values?   Do we want this done in our names?

	

	Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY
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