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What did they die for?



Last month (November) was the bloodiest month for the U.S. troops in Iraq: 134 died and 1,265 were wounded.  The total U.S. casualties are shown below (www.lunavill.org):

U.S. casualties
Fatality
Wounded

(combat)
Injured

(non-combat)

3/19/03 - 5/1/03
138
541


5/2/03 - 10/31/04
983
7,746


11/1/04 - 11/30/04
134
1,265


Total
1,255
9,552
over 20,000

While mourning the deaths and caring for the wounded, some people ask, "Did they die for our country, for our freedom?"  

When we hear that soldiers fight for our country, we immediately think of their role guarding our borders, protecting us from invaders.  But Iraq has never invaded us.  Everyone, even the Bush administration that manufactured the war, admits that Iraq never had weapons that could hurt us.  We know that they didn't attack us - not on 9/11, not ever.  

Since Iraq neither threatens our freedom nor our borders, our soldiers in Iraq are neither protecting our freedoms nor fighting for America.  The best anyone can say is that they're fighting for our country's geopolitical interests to get cheaper oil, military bases, and favorable trading terms (Ted Rall,12/1/04). 

As a consequence, you and I, the taxpayers have paid $148 billion ($148,000,000,000) to pay for the war, and continue paying at a rate of $177 million a day.  But corporations such as Halliburton, Bechtel and ChevronTexaco have been reaping huge profits in Iraq (Los Angeles Times, 10/14/04).  

As a result of the invasion and occupation, 100,000 Iraqi civilians have died, according to The Lancet, a prestigious British medical Journal (The Lancet, 364, 1957-1864, 11/20/04). 400,000 Iraqi children suffer from acute malnutrition (The Journal News, 11/21/04). 

Both the Iraqi people and the American soldiers are the victims of the war.

It is time to Bring The Troops Home Now!
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Join our Peace Vigils, every Saturday, 1-3pm
at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet
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