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A Marine Son's Story

My father was an Italian immigrant and a marine who fought in World War II. He died a few years back and he had a military funeral.  As his oldest son I was presented with the flag that draped over his coffin. That flag means a lot to me and I know what it meant to my father. Why I am telling you about my father is to point out that though I have never served in the military or seen combat, I know indirectly what war does to people, and to their families. 

My father was in and out of the mental wards of veterans and state hospitals most of his life. The last years of his life were spent in a veterans home in Menlo Park, NJ.  Throughout my life I got to meet and see the side of war that isn't so glorious. As a young boy, because of my father's mental problems, other World War II vets helped me make sense of things, explained to me that war is hell, and what it does to the men and women who fight in them. I will always be grateful to them for their wisdom and kindness. So when I see men who did not serve, like Cheney, and Bush (who sort of served) waging war for profit and dominance, I am compelled to speak out against them. 

My father and others fought for the freedom, so that I am able to speak my mind and oppose the war we are now waging. I want the Iraqi people and the world to know that there are many Americans who are opposed to this administration's recklessness and deceit. This war is immoral, and is waged not in my name. This administration's reason for the invasion of Iraq is about oil, and the power you gain by controlling it; the pretext they used of WMDs and bringing democracy to the Middle East is a false one. Killing the very people that you are supposed to be liberating is insane. Bush and company have no mandate since half of us voted against his policies.

I just want to take a moment to publicly apologize to the people of Iraq, and to offer my heartfelt support to the U.S. troops and their families.            

Bring our troops home now! 

Nick - member of the Rockland Coalition for Peace & Justice, 11/13/04

Only we, the American people can stop the war in Iraq created by our government in our name

[image: image1.wmf]
Join the Peace Vigils, every Saturday, 1-3pm
at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet

                    For info: www.rocklandaction.org         11/20/04
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