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HS Students Protest the War  



Sources: "Students Call Protest Punishment Too Harsh" by C. Yednak, The New York Times, 11/7/07;

 "Parents, Activists Rip School Board Officials Overreacted To Protest, They Say" by J. Ruzich, The Chicago Tribune, 11/9/07
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Matt Heffernan was threatened with expulsion 

from school after an antiwar rally


About two dozen students took part in a protest against the Iraq war on Nov. 1st at Morton West High School in Berwyn, west of Chicago.  They intertwined arms, sang along to an acoustic guitar and talked about how the war was affecting the world. 

Their lunchtime protest was viewed as a peaceful sit-in by students, but school officials charged two dozen of them with “gross disobedience and mob activity,” which call for suspensions and possible expulsions.  Parents were outraged.



“Who’s the next group to go off to war?” said Adam Szwarek, whose 16-year-old son, Adam, faces expulsion. “These kids. The kids do a peaceful sit-in and they’re threatened with expulsion, yet the military’s running around the school trying to recruit.”

During a school board meeting on Nov. 7th, some parents got emotional, telling board members how proud they are of their children for taking a stand and protesting. “I love you so much,” said one mother, in tears, to her daughter.

Disabled Gulf War veteran Cesar Ruvalcaba, dressed in his military uniform, told the board, “Shame on the administrators who think receiving military money from recruiters is more important than the education of their students.” 

“I am 100 percent disabled, and I learned the hard way that education, not carrying a machine gun, is the key to success. It’s those people who are pro-war who would never drop everything and go fight for the red, white and blue. These kids should receive extra credit for speaking up, not expulsion.”

In Defense of the Morton West Antiwar Students, sign petition at www.PetitionOnline.com/mortonw/ 
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Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY
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