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Feeling The Draft



"I'm really afraid of a draft. I think it's got a really good chance of happening in the future," said Cliff Shapiro, a 17-year-old senior at Mamaroneck High School, NY.

                                - The Journal News, Oct. 11, 2004

He is not alone in worrying about a potential draft under the Bush administration.  According to a recent poll from the nonpartisan National Annenberg Election Survey: 

51 percent of 18-to-29-years-olds say they believe that Mr. Bush wants to reinstate the draft.  

58 percent of the U.S. service personnel and 66 percent of the family members believed Mr. Bush "had underestimated the number of troops needed in Iraq." 

                                             - The New York Times, Oct. 17, 2004 

In other words, count on more troops -- after the election. Even Defense Science Board, a panel of Republican national-security advisors to Pentagon chief Donald Rumsfeld, concluded, 

"Inadequate total numbers" of troops mean that the U.S. "cannot sustain our current and projected global stabilization commitments." 
                                                       - The Inter Press Service, Oct. 21, 2004 

In fact, a "back-door draft" has already been implemented through "stop loss" orders.  Both career soldiers and reservists have been required to extend their tours of duty involuntarily.   This caused rising discontent among soldiers and reservists and their families, thereby contributing to declining re-enlistment rates.

843 Ex-soldiers who have been called up failed to report for duty with a no-show rate of 37 percent!

                                                            - Chicago Sun Times, Oct. 24, 2004   
Enlistment to the National Guard fell 10 percent short of the 2004 goal.                    - The Inter Press Service, Oct. 21, 2004

USA Today (10/26) reported that Pentagon officials were considering increasing current troop levels from 138,000 to 160,000 to help protect Iraqi election.

No wonder people are feeling the draft!

While a military draft is looming, Washington Post (10/26) disclosed that:

"The Bush administration intends to seek about $70 billion in emergency funding for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan early next year, pushing total war costs close to $225 billion."

The $225 billion doesn't even include healthcare or disability benefits for tens of thousands veterans wounded, injured, or suffering from other physical or mental conditions.  Mr. Bush is willing to drag the whole nation down to a bottomless debt to fight for the war in Iraq based on lies.

"There were no weapons of mass destruction." 

- Charles A. Duelfer, a top U.S. inspector, handpicked by Mr. Bush

"There was no link between Iraq and Al Qaeda, and no link between Saddam Hussein and the Sept. 11 attacks." 

- Bipartisan Sept. 11 Commission

The American people have paid for this senseless war in Iraq with hundreds of billions of dollars, and with their lives and limbs. As of this Thursday (10/28), 1,111 American soldiers and about 15,000 Iraqi civilians have died.  The great majority of the casualties occurred after Mr. Bush declared "Mission Accomplished" on May 1, 2003.

U.S. casualties
   Fatality
Wounded

3/19/03 - 5/1/04
        138
      541                       

5/2/04 - 10/28/04
        973
   7,609

Total
     1,111
   8,150

As long as Mr. Bush remains in office, one would expect Mr. Bush to

· Continue seeking billions of dollars to fund the Iraq war. 

· Continue asking Americans from mostly low and middle  

     income families to risk life and limb in Iraq.  

· Reinstate the military draft to cope with the shortage of 

     troops and the escalating attacks of insurgents in Iraq. 

· Seek out other pre-emptive wars.

· Make the U.S. the most hated nation on earth.
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils 

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  

For info: www.rocklandaction.org                                                    10/30/04






















