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	No Combat for Grandmas




Excerpts from "18 Grandmothers Arrested At Iraq War Protest", News Day, 10/17/05 and 

"No Combat for Grannies Full of Fight" by Clyde Haberman, The New York Times, 10/18/05
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For more photos of the incident, click on 

the link for photos on our website
	
	Eighteen grandmothers were arrested and face charges of disorderly conduct after they showed up at a military recruiting center and said they wanted to enlist.

They said they've led long lives...better to put them in harm's way than young people just starting out.

Police arrested the women, ranging in age from 49 to 90, Monday afternoon after they sat down in front of the Times Square recruiting station to protest the war in Iraq. 

When the 18 women, including Marie Runyon, who is 90 and blind, tried to enter the station, they found it locked, said Joan Wile, 74, director of Grandmothers against the War.


"We tried to ring the bell at the booth, but no one answered," Wile said. "I saw a head poke up from behind the counter every once in a while and then duck back down. I don't know what they were afraid of. Maybe they don't know how to deal with a bunch of grannies." 

The women were taken into custody after they sat down in front of the recruiting station and began to chant, "We insist, we want to enlist." 

Grandmothers against the War joined the New York City Raging Grannies and the Gray Panthers to form a coalition called the Anti-War Grandmothers, which organized the protest in Times Square. The group said that about 100 people attended. 

"The police were extremely nice," Wile said. "They helped us up from our sitting position and helped us get in and out of the van, which was difficult with our handcuffs on."  

Note: Every Wednesday afternoon for nearly two years, Grandmothers Against the Iraq War has gathered for an hour outside Rockfeller Center, to protest against the Iraq war.

	

	Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY

                         For info: www.rocklandaction.org                   10/29/05
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