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Lt. Ehren Watada, Ft. Lewis, WA

(For updated info, visit: www.ThankYouLt.org)
	“I refuse to be silent any longer. I refuse to be party to an illegal and immoral war against people who did nothing to deserve our aggression.

My oath of office is to protect and defend America’s laws and its people. By refusing unlawful orders for an illegal war, I fulfill that oath today.”


U.S. Army 1st Lieutenant Ehren Watada publicly refused an order to deploy to the Iraq war in June 2006 on the grounds that the war and occupation, and therefore his order to deploy, are illegal. He asserts he is fulfilling his obligations under legal principles and precedents established in the Nuremberg Trials of German officers after World War II that are codified in United States military law. Lt. Watada maintains that the unjustified Iraq war and occupation are illegal under both international law and Article Six of the US Constitution, and that he could be found guilty of participating in a crime against the peace and war crimes if he were to participate and lead his soldiers in this aggressive and illegal “war of choice”. 

Last February at Fort Lewis Army base in the state of Washington a mistrial was declared after a three day court martial. While the Army court had ruled that arguments about the legality of the war and its conduct were “irrelevant”, the Army’s own three witnesses (two battalion commanders and a legal expert on military conduct) all had admitted on cross-examination that a soldier had a duty to disobey an illegal order. The Army completed its case and Lt Watada was about to present his defense and testify why he refused to deploy when a mistrial was declared by the court. Many observers believe that the judge (an Army officer) manipulated the proceedings to end the trial and avoid an unpredictable verdict.

While Lt. Watada’s service ordinarily would have ended in December 2006, he has not been discharged because of pending charges. The Army attempted to commence a second court martial on October 9th, but a federal civilian court intervened to stay the proceedings and consider Watada’s double jeopardy claims. A decision on whether Watada can be tried again is expected within two weeks.

	Free Lt. Watada! Put the war on trial! www.ThankYouLt.org for information 
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