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When Soldiers Say NO



Who Lies?

How could the Bush administration send American troops to risk their lives for a mistake? All the reasons proclaimed by the Bush administration to justify this war were proven to be untrue.

"There were no weapons of mass destruction." 

- Charles A. Duelfer, a top U.S. inspector, handpicked by Mr. Bush

"There was no link between Iraq and Al Qaeda, and no link between Saddam Hussein and the Sept. 11 attacks." 

- Bipartisan Sept. 11 Commission

Who Dies?

As of this Wednesday (10/20), 1,103 American soldiers and about 15,000 Iraqi civilians have died.  The great majority of the casualties occurred after Mr. Bush declared "Mission Accomplished" on May 1, 2003.

U.S. casualties
   Fatality
Wounded

3/19/03 - 5/1/04
        138
      541                       

5/2/04 - 10/18/04
        965
   7,475

Total
     1,103
   8,016

Mr. Bush has no regrets about asking Americans from mostly low and middle income families to risk life and limb in Iraq.  He didn't even provide them with adequate armored vehicles, body armor inserts, and radios.  The supply situation was so dire that Gen. Ricardo Sanchez, the top U.S. commander in Iraq last winter protested that "I cannot continue to support sustained combat operations." (The Journal News, 10/18/04)

The soldiers finally stood up, after complaining for months to the chain of command of the equipment and trucks - to no avail.  

On Oct. 13, an 18-member Army Reserve platoon deployed in Iraq refused a "suicide mission" to deliver fuel to Taji, a guerrilla hotspot in Iraq, because they deemed their vehicles "deadlined" or perilously unprotected.  

As a result, they were detained at gunpoint for 2 days, and will face disciplinary actions.  (The New York Times, 10/17,18/04)

How dare the Bush administration put the blame on the soldiers!   Have those in the Bush administration taken any responsibility for the mistakes, the chaos, death and destruction they have wrought in this illegal war?

Not only did the soldiers die for an illegal war, but also the injured vets come home to poverty. Army Spc. Tyson Johnson III of Mobile, Ala., who was severely wounded last year in Iraq, was notified by Pentagon's collection agency to repay his enlistment bonus after his injury had forced him out of the service. Johnson now lives in his car.

"Oh man, I felt betrayed," Johnson said. 

· ABC News, 10/14/04

Who Pays?

The American people have paid for the Iraq war/occupation with their lives and limbs, and with their tax money.  So far $144.8 billion ($144,800,000,000) have been spent on the war.  The cost is growing at a rate of $177 million a day. 

Our economy is bleeding. The Bush administration has turned the $236 billion surplus when he took office 4 years ago to a record 2004 federal deficit of $415 billion.  That's our money.  The Bush administration has mortgaged our sons' and daughters' future.  

Who Profits?
While the U.S. taxpayers are footing the bill of the Iraq war/occupation, U.S. corporate bank accounts and Republican coffers are filling up.  

· Halliburton, the largest recipient of Iraq reconstruction dollars with about $18 billion in contract, has seen revenues increased by 80% in the first quarter of 2004 compared with the same quarter of 2003.

· Bechtel Group, with nearly $3 billion in Iraq reconstruction contracts, has generated revenues increased by 158% since 2003.

· ChevronTexaco has a contract to market Iraqi oil.  Its profits have increased 90% ($3 billion) during the first half of 2004 compared with the same period in 2003.

- by Antonia Juhasz, A Nice Little War to Fill the Coffers, Los Angeles Times, 10/14/04
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Rockland Coalition
for Peace & Justice




Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils 

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  

For info: www.rocklandaction.org                                                    10/23/04






















