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The Question Of Who?



Who Lies?

The Iraq war turns out to be a hoax!  All the reasons proclaimed by the Bush administration to justify this war were proven to be untrue.

"There were no weapons of mass destruction." 

- Charles A. Duelfer, a top U.S. inspector, handpicked by Mr. Bush

"There was no link between Iraq and Al Qaeda, and no link between Saddam Hussein and the Sept. 11 attack." 

- Bipartisan Sept. 11 Commission

Yet Mr. Bush has no regrets about asking Americans from mostly low and middle income families to risk life and limb in Iraq.  Mr. Bush still insists that "our strategy is succeeding" while Iraq war turns from a quagmire to a bloodbath.

"I see no ray of light on the horizon at all. The worst case has become true." 

- Jeffrey Record, Professor of Strategy at the Air War College 

" This is far graver than Vietnam." 

- William Odom, retired general & former head of the National Security Agency

"Exasperating for anybody to look at this from any vantage point."  - Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN).

Who Dies?

As of this Thursday (10/14), 1,092 American soldiers and about 15,000 Iraqi civilians have died.  7,862 American soldiers have been wounded, and thousands more have been left with permanent scars of post-trauma syndrome.

Not only did they die for an illegal war, but also the injured vets come home to poverty. Army Spc. Tyson Johnson III of Mobile, Ala., who was severely wounded last year in Iraq, was notified by Pentagon's collection agency to repay his enlistment bonus after his injury had forced him out of the service. Johnson now lives in his car.

"Oh man, I felt betrayed," Johnson said. 

- ABC News, 10/14/04

Staff Sgt. Larry Gill, a National Guardsman from Semmes, Ala., injured his leg in Iraq.  He no longer can use his leg, and doesn't know how he could make a living to support his family. Gill expects he will have to sell his home.

"Where are the politicians? Where are the generals? Where are the people that are supposed to take care of me?" Gill asked.   - ABC News, 10/14/04

Right now a 17-member Army reserve platoon deployed in Iraq is under arrest for refusing a "suicide mission" to deliver fuel to Taji, Iraq, because they deemed their vehicles "deadlined" or perilously unprotected. The platoon is normally escorted by armed Humvees and helicopters, but did not have that protection for the mission to take place on Wednesday, Oct. 13.    - ABC News, 10/15/04

Who Pays?

The American people have paid for the Iraq war/occupation with their lives and limbs, and with their tax money.  So far $143.6 billion ($143,600,000,000) have been spent on the war.  The cost is growing at a rate of $177 million a day. 

Our economy is bleeding. A record 2004 federal deficit of $413 billion was reported this Thursday, Oct. 14.  That's our money.  We have mortgaged our sons' and daughters' future.  

Who Profits?
While the U.S. taxpayers are footing the bill of the Iraq war/occupation, U.S. corporate bank accounts and Republican coffers are filling up.  

· Halliburton, the largest recipient of Iraq reconstruction dollars with about $18 billion in contract, has seen revenues increased by 80% in the first quarter of 2004 compared with the same quarter of 2003.

· Bechtel Group, with nearly $3 billion in Iraq reconstruction contracts, has generated revenues increased by 158% since 2003.

· ChevronTexaco has a contract to market Iraqi oil.  Its profits have increased 90% ($3 billion) during the first half of 2004 compared with the same period in 2003.

- by Antonia Juhasz, A Nice Little War to Fill the Coffers, Los Angeles Times, 10/14/04
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils 

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  

For info: www.rocklandaction.org                                                    10/16/04






















