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	For No Good Reason




Excerpts from "For No Good Reason" by Bob Herbert, The New York Times, 10/3/05
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	"You can keep the flowers blooming on their graves forever. It won't change the fact that they died for nothing." 

- Anti-war protester, circa 1969

The wheels have fallen off the cart in Iraq, and only those in the farthest reaches of denial are hanging on to the illusion of an American triumph over the insurgency…


The president who slept through the early days of the agony in New Orleans is sleepwalking through the never-ending agony in Iraq. During an appearance at a naval base in California, Mr. Bush characterized the war that he started in Iraq as the moral equivalent of America's struggle against the Nazis and the Japanese in World War II.

If that's true, the entire nation should be mobilized. But, of course, it's not true. This is a reckless, indefensible war that has been avoided like the plague by the children of the privileged classes.

Even the most diehard defenders of this debacle are coming to the realization that it is doomed. So the party line now is that the Iraqis at some point will have to bear the burden of Mr. Bush's war alone…

The American death toll in Iraq is fast approaching 2,000. If the public could see the carnage close up, the way it saw the horror of New Orleans, the outrage would be beyond belief.

You never want to say that brave troops died for the mindless fantasies spun by a gang of dissembling, inept politicians. But what else did they die for?

And what about all those men and women, some of them barely out of childhood, who are lying awake nights, hardly able to move their broken, burned and paralyzed bodies? What do we tell them as they lie there, unable to curb the pain or fight off the depression, or even begin to understand the terrible thing that has happened to them?

What do we tell them about this war that their country inflicted on them for no good reason whatsoever?

	

	Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY

                         For info: www.rocklandaction.org                    10/15/05

	
	


Rockland Coalition for Peace & Justice

You’re Invited…….

Join our peace vigil.   We have been here every Saturday, 1-3 pm for almost 3 years!!! 
We see that change is happening.  More than 70 percent of the American electorate now believes that the war on Iraq was unnecessary.  Your participation is important.

Support our troops by ending the war.

Bring them home now.

Help us wake up Rockland!  Give your spirit a lift and join like-minded neighbors.  Join us on Saturday, 1-3 pm, at the corner of Rte. 59 & Middletown Road, in Nanuet.

Come stand with us!
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