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Phantoms Of The Iraq War



Phantom #1: The Nuclear Bomb

Of all the justifications that Mr. George W. Bush gave for invading Iraq, the most terrifying was that Saddam Hussein was on the brink of developing a nuclear bomb that he might use against the U.S. or give to the terrorists.

A top U.S. inspector, Charles A. Duelfer, handpicked by Mr. Bush, prepared a 918-page report, and made it public on Oct. 6.  As reported in the New York Times of 10/7/04, Mr. Duelfer said in this report that:

Saddam Hussein ended the nuclear program in 1991 following the gulf war.

At the time of the American invasion, Iraq did not possess chemical and biological weapons, was not seeking to reconstitute its nuclear program, and was not making any active effort to gain those abilities.

 Stated by Charles A. Duelfer, top U.S. inspector, The New York Times, 10/7/04

In May 2003, the CIA reported that mysterious trailers found in Iraq after the U.S. invasion were intended for use in a biological warfare program. Mr. Duelfer said that the trailers could not have been used for that purpose.

Their manufactures "almost certainly designed and built the equipment (trailers) exclusively for the generation of hydrogen." 

Stated by Charles A. Duelfer, top U.S. inspector, The New York Times, 10/7/04

Mr. Bush and Mr. Dick Cheney, asserted that the thousands of aluminum tubes were the irrefutable evidence that Saddam Hussein was rebuilding his nuclear weapons program. Ms. Condoleezza Rice explained on CNN saying these tubes were "only really suited for nuclear weapons programs." But the government's foremost nuclear experts seriously doubted that the tubes were for nuclear weapons. And the Bush administration repeatedly failed to disclose the contrary views to the American people.

The experts, at the Energy Department, believe the tubes were likely intended for small artillery rockets.

How White House Embraced Suspect Iraq Arms Intelligence, The New York Times, 10/3/04

Phantom #2: Ties to Al Qaeda

Another justification by the Bush administration to go to war in Iraq was that Saddam Hussein harbored terrorists.

Back in July 2004, the bipartisan Sept. 11 Commission concluded that there were no link between Iraq and Al Qaeda, and no link between Saddam Hussein and the Sept. 11 attacks. 

Some months ago, Mr. Dick Cheney requested the CIA to review the connection.  The new CIA assessment undercuts Bush administration's claim that Saddam Hussein maintained ties to Al Qaeda.

There is no conclusive evidence that the regime harbored Osama bin Laden associate Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.

CIA review finds no evidence Saddam had ties to al-Qaida, The Journal News, 10/5/04

Facing the mounting new evidences pointing to the lack of ties between Saddam Hussein and Al Qaeda, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said on 10/4/04: 

He (Rumsfeld) had seen no "strong, hard evidence" linking Saddam Hussein and Al Qaeda.

Proof of Hussein-Qaeda Tie Is lacking, Rumsfeld Says, The New York Times,  10/5/04            

Mr. Bush and Mr. Cheney have lost credibility with the American people and with the world.  They hijacked the 9/11 tragedy, instilled fear, stripped our civil liberties, and fabricated lies to wage the illegal war in Iraq.  Facing the mounting new evidence that their justifications to go to war are phantoms, they express no regret.  Facing the continuing deaths of soldiers and Iraqi people, they express no regret.  Facing the 142.4 billion spent in the killing in Iraq, they express no regret.  By invading Iraq, they have already fueled future attacks against us, yet they expressed no regret.  Mr. Bush and Mr. Cheney are completely out of touch with reality.  Can we afford four more years of lies and terror?
 Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 10/8/04)

     U.S. Soldiers:   1,068 died,  7,730 wounded

     Iraqi civilians:  13,086 – 15,149 died

     Cost: $142.4 Billion (up to 10/9/04)
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils 

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  

For info: www.rocklandaction.org                                                     10/9/04






















