PAGE  

	[image: image1.jpg]o

Rockland Coalition
for Peace & Justice




	Former Marine Opposes Iraq War




Source "War vet, rapper returning to Iraq as civilian contractor" by Khurram Saeed, The Journal News, 8/4/07.
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John Miranda (J-Randa), a 23-year-old Nanuet native, is an Iraq war veteran.
	
	The day after the Sept. 11 terror attacks, John Miranda, 17, went to the Marine Corps recruiting office on Route 45 in Spring Valley, NY and enlisted. "I wanted to fight back," said Miranda.

Miranda was sent to Kuwait in February 2003 in preparation for the invasion a month later. He was part of the 2nd Maintenance Battalion, working as a generator mechanic. 

At the time, Miranda believed Saddam Hussein was involved in the Sept. 11 attacks and planned even worse atrocities. "Bush had us sold on weapons of mass destruction," Miranda said.


He said in Iraq he saw "gritty things" that he can't forget, including the mangled body of a girl killed by an American bomb.  "I'll never forget the smell. "I have a niece that's around that age, and I couldn't imagine if something happened to her."

Miranda left the Mideast in August 2003. "My heart's changed. My mind's changed completely," he said. "We were on our way to Osama bin Laden and somehow we linked Osama and this guy (Saddam) together." 

Today, he says invading Iraq was a mistake and he opposes the invasion of Iraq he took part in four years ago.

On August 4th, Miranda in a "Veterans Against the War in Iraq" Tee-shirt performed his song "Bring the Troops Home" in Spring Valley, NY.

	Bring them back / Send them back

Send my troops / Send them home

Back where they belong / Bring them back

Send them home / America sing along

The next soldier's death will be one of your own

Bring them back where it's safe / Bring them back to the States


                                     Visit: www.rapperjranda.com 

	

	Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY

                         For info: www.rocklandaction.org                    10/6/07




Rockland Coalition for Peace & Justice





















