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	 If They Were Our Children




1,041 American soldiers and more than 13,000 Iraqi civilians have been killed… Why the silence?  Why don't we speak out?  Is it because they are not our children?
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Iraq Veterans Against the War (IVAW) stated," We are committed to saving lives and ending the violence in Iraq by an immediate withdrawal of all occupying forces."

                                                                                            - www.ivaw.net
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"Why don't your children serve?" Sue Niederer interrupted Laura Bush's speech in NJ on 9/16/04, when Laura Bush trumpeted George Bush's war.  Ms. Niederer wore a shirt bearing a photo of her son, Seth Dvorin, an Army lieutenant killed in Iraq in Feb., and the words "President Bush, You Killed My Son."

                    by David Kocieniewski, The New York Times, Sept. 17, 2004  

"My goal is to bring the troops home as quickly as possible," she said. "This was Seth's wish.  I can't save my son, but I can save someone else's son. Seth's mission is mine."

                               by Chris Hedges, The New York Times, Sept. 22, 2004 
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In the month of August, 69 Americans died in Iraq. "No one talks about it," said Barbara Porchia from Arkansas whose 'baby' Jonathan, was killed in Iraq last year.  "The numbers keep rising, but people seem asleep."

                               by Stewart Nusbaumer, Article & Essay, Sept. 6, 2004
I did not speak out against the war earlier and for this I am angry with myself.  My son (1st Lt. Neil Anthony Santoriello Jr.), a man of incredible honor, died from the actions of dishonorable men. I cannot bring him back.  But I speak out now to protect the people still serving. 

  by Diane Davis Santoriello, The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Sept. 17, 2004
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My son has gone from us to be stationed somewhere near Baghdad with no exit date…I turned my back in silent protest at the illegality of this war and wasteful use of taxpayer money and lives lost… Neither our Congressmen nor our Sunshine Patriots have many of their loved ones serving in the war they created.

   by Pauline Erlick, North Lake Tahoe Bonanza (Nevada), Sept. 17, 2004
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In a draft report, Charles A. Duelfer, who succeeded David Kay in January as Bush's chief weapons inspector, "reaffirms previous interim findings that there is no evidence that Iraq possessed stockpiles of illicit weapons." 

                                                         - The New York Times, Sept. 17, 2004
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The UN secretary general, Kofi Annan was asked by the BBC news if the war in Iraq was illegal.  He replied, "Yes, if you wish…From our point of view and from the (UN) charter point of view it was illegal."

                                                                         - BBC News, Sept. 15, 2004

   Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 9/22/04)

     U.S. Soldiers:   1,041 died,  7,413 wounded

     Iraqi civilians:  12,800 – 14,843 died

     Cost: $140 Billion (up to 9/25/04)
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	Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils 

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  

For info: www.rocklandaction.org                                                     9/25/04
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"We invaded a country that did not threaten us, did not attack us, and did not want war with us, to disarm it of weapons we have since

discovered it did not have. We may have ignited a war of civilizations it was in our vital interest to avoid.  Never has America been more resented and reviled in an Islamic world of a billion people.."

                            - Pat Buchanan, "Where The Right Went Wrong," 2004 
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