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Shame

Excerpts from New York Times (9/4, 9/5/05) and "Ending the Impunity of the Bush White House" by Norman Solomon in Truthout (9/2)

"We have been abandoned by our own country," Aaron Broussard said in tears.
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On the NBC program "Meet the Press," Aaron F. Broussard, president of Jefferson Parish wept as he told of a friend receiving phone calls from his mother, who, trapped in a nursing home, pleaded day after day for rescue.  

"Every day she called him and said, 'Are you coming, son? Is somebody coming?'" Mr. Broussard said. "And he said, 'Yeah, Mama, somebody's coming to get you.'  Somebody's coming to get you on Tuesday.  Somebody's coming to get you on Wednesday.  Somebody's 



coming to get you on Thursday.  Somebody's coming to get you on Friday.  And she drowned Friday night.  She drowned Friday night."

Mr. Broussard angrily denounced the country's leadership.  "We have been abandoned by our own country," he said. 

How shocking it is to hear George Bush telling Diane Sawyer on "Good Morning America" on Thursday (9/1) "I don't think anyone anticipated the breach of the levees."  It took almost two days of people being without food, shelter and water, for George Bush to get back to Washington. How could George Bush be so wrong, so indifferent to human suffering?

How is possible that both Secretary of Homeland Security, Michael Chertoff, and Director of Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Michael Brown, did not know until Thursday (9/1) that there were 15,000 desperate, dehydrated, hungry, angry, dying victims of Katrina in the New Orleans Convention Center, when that was being carried live and in color on television screens across the U.S. and around the world?
The calls for Brown's resignation throughout the nation are loud and clear.  He was a political appointee who had no disaster experience before joining FEMA.  His previous job was as commissioner of the International Arabian Horse Association, from which he was forced to resign in 2001.  The raw cronyism of that FEMA appointment dooms the lives of Americans in the Katrina disaster, and will cost more lives in the future.

It is unbelievable that George Bush later praised Mr. Brown "You're doing a heck of a job."

Andrew Young, the former mayor of Atlanta, who was born in New Orleans 73 years ago, said, "It's not just a lack of preparedness.  I think the easy answer is to say that these are poor people and black people and so the government doesn't give a damn."
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It is massive failure from the Bush administration.  On the 4th anniversary of the 9/11 tragedies, people wonder: 

"If the Homeland Security Department was so ill prepared for a natural disaster that everyone knew was coming, how is it equipped to handle other kinds of crises?"                             

The situation was worsened by the war on Iraq.


Money was needed to shore up levees, instead was wasted in a senseless war in Iraq.

The Bush administration has been bleeding our national treasury by spending $5.6 billion ($5,600 million) per month on operations in Iraq.  So it made deep cuts in safety-net programs for sick and impoverished Americans. Indeed, $71.2 million was cut from the New Orleans district budget for life-and-death projects, such as improving levees, floodwalls, and pumping stations.

National Guard troops belong at home to protect lives, not in Iraq to kill and be killed.

The Bush administration has had a tough time to recruit warm bodies to go to Iraq to fight, so it has to use the Guardsmen to do the fighting.  Currently 4,200 National Guardsmen from Louisiana and about 4,100 Guardsmen from Mississippi are on Iraq. 

The National Guard troops should be rescuing and protecting in Louisiana and Mississippi, not patrolling and killing in a country that was invaded on the basis of presidential deception.  They should be fighting the effects of flood waters at home - helping people in the communities they know best - not battling Iraqi people who want them to go away.

Facing huge budget deficits and deep cuts in domestic programs, the Bush administration has rewarded the rich with deep tax cuts, while sending the poor to fight and die in Iraq for oil.       We have to hold the Bush administration accountable!

How many more of our loved ones and Iraqi people need to die in this senseless war?  How many more soldiers have to die before we say enough?

March with Cindy Sheehan and millions of people in Washington, D.C. 

on Sat., Sept. 24 to demand the end of war on Iraq!

We are chartering buses from Rockland to DC on Sept. 24.  Seats are limited.

Reserve bus ticket now ($40) at http://www.forusa.org/localgroups/localgroup_highlights.html



Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY

                         For info: www.rocklandaction.org                     9/10/05
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