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The Reality in America

· $521 Billion deficits were projected for fiscal 2004 (The Journal News, 2/3/04).

· 35.9 Million Americans live in poverty (Reuters, 8/26/04).

· 43.6 Million Americans lack health benefits (The Journal News, 9/30/03).

· 9.1 Million Americans were unemployed in July, 2004 (The Journal News, 9/2/04).

· $138.7 Billion have been spent on the war in Iraq (9/18/04).

”It is hard to find a counterterrorism specialist who thinks that the Iraq war has reduced rather than increased the threat to the United States.”

                           - James Fallows, a prominent national-security journalist

                                                          'Atlantic' magazine, September, 2004

Are We Safer now? If U.S. Policy Persists, So Will the Danger  

by Tom Maertens, The Minneapolis Star Tribune, September 12, 2004 

An unprovoked, preemptive war conducted under false pretenses is not going to win Iraqis over to a pro-American democracy or gain hearts and minds in the Arab world. 

The administration is currently planning for at least five more years in Iraq. Sen. John McCain thinks 10 or 20 years is more likely. 

The president nonetheless refuses to put the economy on a sound footing to pay for a long-term war. His response is to borrow from future generations and claim he is returning "your money" through tax cuts. 
Our long-term national security is far more dependent on a healthy economy than on fighting Iraqi insurgents. We face, by some accounts, almost $45 trillion in unfunded obligations. 

Three years after 9/11, the grim reality is that we are not safer from terrorist attack at home or abroad; American troops are being wounded and killed in record numbers in a misguided war; we are more isolated internationally than we have ever been; and our long-term national security is being undermined by Bush's reckless, wrongheaded economic policies. 

If life is the currency of war, we have not bought a sense of security, peace in Iraq, 

or the world's respect.
Time to consider Iraq withdrawal
Editorial, Financial Times, September 10, 2004

The core question to be addressed is this: Is the continuing presence of US military forces in Iraq part of the solution or part of the problem?


As occupying power, the US bears responsibility for Iraq under international law, and is duty-bound to try to leave it in better shape than it found it. But there is no sign of that happening.

Chaos is a great risk, and occupiers through the ages have pointed to that risk as their reason for staying put. But chaos is already here, and the power that is in large part responsible for it must start preparing now to step aside and let the Iraqis try to emerge from it.

  Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 9/17/04)

       U.S. Soldiers:   1,030 died,  7,245 wounded

       Iraqi civilians:  12,755 – 14,791 died

       Cost: $138.7 Billion (up to 9/18/04)
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils 

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  

For info: www.rocklandaction.org                                                     9/18/04













