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  Wounded In The Heart



On the 3rd anniversary of the 9/11 tragedies, let us pause and reflect on what has happened in the past three years.  

The U.S. waged war on terrorism by invading and occupying Iraq.  However, the Sept. 11 Bipartisan Commission concluded that there were no link between Iraq and Al Qaeda, and no link between Saddam Hussein and the Sept. 11 attacks.  And to this day, no stockpiles of WMD have been found in Iraq.  Then why did the U.S. wage war on Iraq?

This war/occupation in Iraq is a terrible mistake.  More than 1,000 U.S. men and women have died.  All but 138 died after George Bush declared that major combat operations were over on May 1, 2003.  The death toll is still mounting.  In Iraq, more than 12,000 Iraqi civilians have been killed.  When will the killings and suffering end?  Listen to the wounded hearts:

"How many more soldiers must suffer for this useless, stupid war?"

- Yolanda Cuming, mother of Pfc. Kevin Cuming who was killed in Iraq

                                                                The Journal News, Aug. 24, 2004        

"Mr. President, not only did you cheat him of a long meaningful life, but you cheated him of a meaningful death."

                          - Brooke M. Campbell, sister of Sgt. Ryan M. Campbell who was killed      

                            in Iraq                                                        Truthout/Letter, Sept. 3, 2004
"Bush Lied. My Son Died."

                          - Fernando Suarez del Solar, father of Jesus Suarez who was killed      

                            in Iraq                                The San Diego Union-Tribune, Sept. 2, 2004
"I hope whoever becomes president thinks about war before sending out any more troops. Too many people died and they continue to die. I hope we don't have to have any more soldiers falling."

                          - Ingrid Dubois, 23, Army specialist returned home in Nanuet after        

                            spending 14 months in Baghdad.         The Journal News, Sept. 7, 2004
Does the war/occupation in Iraq make us safer?  The answer is NO. 

" The pool of people who really hate us is so much greater than it was on 9/11 because of this needless and counterproductive war in Iraq."

- Richard Clarke, the former anti-terrorism chief told UC Berkeley    

  audience                    The San Francisco Chronicle, Sept. 8, 2004
The American people, not only died for the war/occupation in Iraq, but also pay for the cost (already $137.5 billion)!  The federal deficit swells to $422 billion this year.  It is the fourth consecutive year in which the budget's bottom line has worsened.  Since Bush took office, 900,000 net jobs were lost.  Medicare's premiums will rise by 17% next year.  Our economy is bleeding and our people are bearing the huge burden.  We have mortgaged our sons' and daughters' future.

· $137,509,000,000  ($137.5 Billion) (by Sept. 11, 2004) 

· The amount will grow at a rate of $177 million a day.

If you think about it, the logic that underlies terrorism and the logic that underlies the war on terrorism is exactly the same. Both make ordinary citizens pay for the actions of their government. 

Al-Qaeda made the people of the United States pay with their lives for the actions of their government in Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Afghanistan. The U.S. government has made the people of Afghanistan pay in their thousands for the actions of the Taliban and the people of Iraq pay in their hundreds of thousands for the actions of Saddam Hussein.

                                           - Arundhati Roy, speech in San Francisco, Aug. 16, 2004

Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 9/8/04)

    U.S. Soldiers:   1,007 died,  6,916 wounded

    Iraqi civilians:  11,793 – 13,802 died
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils 

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  

For info: www.rocklandaction.org                                                        9/11/04













