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Don't Send More Kids to Die



"How many more soldiers must suffer for this useless, stupid war?"

- Yolanda Cuming, mother of Pfc. Kevin Cuming who was killed in Iraq

                                                                The Journal News, Aug. 24, 2004        

Pfc. Kevin Cuming, a 22-year-old North White Plains resident who enlisted as a cook but ended up fighting in Iraq, was killed Saturday (8/21) when a rocket-propelled grenade struck his armored vehicle while he was patrolling Baghdad.

"I want President Bush to know that no mother should have to go through what I am going through," his mother cried. "How many more soldiers must suffer for this useless, stupid war?"

For the Cumings, the loss is made more painful by their feeling that he was killed in a misguided war.

"Our young children…died for no cause.  I'm furious about it."

      - Carmen Palmer, mother of Bernard Gooden who was killed in Iraq

                                                                The Journal News, Aug. 26, 2004        

Three Westchester mothers (Carmen Palmer, Yolanda Cuming and Ligaya Lagman) wept together and shared grief of losing sons in wars of Iraq and Afghanistan.  

They also discussed their feelings about the Iraq war. All three of the families oppose the U.S.-led military effort there, feeling betrayed because no weapons of mass destruction have been found and believing that soldiers there are dying in vain.

"We have to live with it from day to day, getting up and just believing that our young children who put themselves on the line died for no cause," Palmer said. "I'm furious about it."

Man burned Marine van and himself, after being told his Marine son was killed in Iraq.

- Carlos Arredondo, father of Lance Cpl. Alexander Arredondo who was killed in Iraq. 

                                                       The Associated Press, August 26, 2004

Distraught after being told his Marine son was killed in combat in Iraq, Carlos Arredondo climbed into the Marine Corps van parked outside his home and set it ablaze Wednesday afternoon, suffering severe burns. 

"My husband immediately knew that his firstborn son had been killed," Melida Arredondo said… "It doesn't surprise me that he was so traumatized. He went crazy," she said. 

Luz Marina Arredondo, Alexander's grandmother, felt the government was at fault for her grandson's death. "I blame them a lot," she said. "They send them like guinea pigs over there."

Last Sunday (8/29), 500,000 people marched in Manhattan to denounce George Bush "as a misfit who had plunged America into war and runaway debt, undermined civil and constitutional rights, lied to the people, despoiled the environment and used the presidency to benefit corporations and millionaires." (The New York Times, Aug. 30, 2004)

We, the people, were lied to about the Iraq war: 

· There was NO evidence of a link between Iraq and Al   
              Qaeda, between Saddam Hussein and Sept. 11 attacks. 

                 (by the 9/11 commission, July, 2004)

· There were NO stockpiles of WMD in Iraq. (by Bush's 

                   former Iraq arms inspector David Kay, Aug. 19, 2004) 

· Every day we occupy Iraq is a good recruiting day for 
              Osama. (by Daniel Ellsberg, Dec., 2003)

We, the people, pay for the cost of the wars:

· $136,270,000,000  ($136.27 Billion) (by Sept. 4, 2004) 

· The amount will grow at a rate of $177 million a day.

We, the people, died for the wars:

The U.S. soldiers fighting in Iraq - mostly volunteers in a poverty draft from small towns and poor urban  neighborhoods - are victims just as much as the Iraqis of the same horrendous process, which asks them to die for a victory that will never be theirs.

                                                    - Arundhati Roy, speech in San Francisco, Aug. 16, 2004

Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 9/1/04)

    U.S. Soldiers:   979 died,  6,916 wounded

    Iraqi civilians:  11,793 – 13,802 died
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils 

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  

For info: www.rocklandaction.org                                                        9/4/04













