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An Honorable Marine Killed 

in a Dishonorable War 



Exerpts from " An Honorable Marine Killed in a Dishonorable War" by Missy Comley Beattie of Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (8/21/05)

"My nephew is coming home in a coffin, but he did not die to preserve your freedoms." 
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He is number 1,828, 1,829 or 1,830. We don't know for sure, because so many died last week. 

Marine Lance Cpl. Chase Johnson Comley died when his vehicle was hit head-on by a suicide bomber. 

For those of you who still trust the Bush administration -- and your percentage diminishes every day -- let me tell you that my nephew Chase Johnson Comley did not die to preserve your freedoms. He was not presented flowers by grateful Iraqis, welcoming him as their liberator.



He died fighting a senseless war for oil and contracts, ensuring the increased wealth of President Bush and his administration's friends.

For many Americans, the war is an abstraction. But it is not an abstraction for the innocent Iraqis whose lives have been devastated by our smart bombs. And it certainly is not an abstraction for those of us who have heard the words that change lives forever. 

So think of my family's grief -- grief that will never end. Think of all the families. Think of the wounded, the maimed, the psychologically scarred. 

And then consider: The preservation of our freedom rests not on U.S. imperialism but on actively changing foreign policies that are conquest-oriented and that dehumanize our own young who become fodder for endless war as well as people in other countries who are so geographically distant that they become abstract. 

The answer is not Bush's mantra: "They're jealous of our freedoms." 

And, finally, think about flowers: The flowers for Chase Comley will be presented not by grateful Iraqis but by loved ones honoring him as he's lowered to his grave and buried in our hearts.

March with Cindy Sheehan and millions of people in Washington, D.C. 

on Sat., Sept. 24 to demand the end of war on Iraq!

We are chartering buses from Rockland to DC on Sept. 24.  Seats are limited.

Reserve bus ticket now ($40) at http://www.forusa.org/localgroups/localgroup_highlights.html



Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY
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