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   The Awful Truth



How did we get into the mess in Iraq?  It started with George W. Bush's rationale for Iraq invasion.

Bush said, "There's no question that Saddam Hussein had Al-Qaeda ties." (Sept., 2003)

But the 9/11 commission reported: There was NO evidence of a link between Iraq and Al Qaeda, between Saddam Hussein and Sept. 11 attacks. (July, 2004)

Bush said, "The Iraq regime continues to possess and conceal some of the most lethal weapons ever devised."  (March 17, 2003)

But David Kay said: There were NO stockpiles of WMD in Iraq. (Aug. 19, 2004.  Kay is a former Iraq arms inspector appointed by George W. Bush.) 

It is a disastrous mistake to wage this war on Iraq.  It is equally tragic that the people were lied into the war.  Now does the war on Iraq make us safer?

Bush said, "The battle of Iraq is one victory in a war on terror that began on September the 11, 2001." (May 1, 2003)

But Daniel Ellsberg said, "It's a lie that this war is part of the war on terror, because every day we occupy Iraq is a good recruiting day for Osama.  The occupation of an Arab country increases Al Qaeda's support and reduces the cooperation from Muslim countries to stop terrorism, so it actually increases the likelihood of another 9/11." (Dec., 2003.  Ellsberg released the Pentagon paper in 1971 to reveal government's lie about the Vietnam war.)

Bring The Troops Home Now!

Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 8/19/04)

    U.S. Soldiers:   953 died,  6,497 wounded

    Iraqi civilians:  11,619 – 13,603 died

    Cost: $128 Billion (~$1,280 per household) up to now

What did they die for?
"I don't understand why we are here."

         - U.S. Army National Guard Spc. Patrick McCaffrey, killed in Iraq

                                                        The Los Angeles Times, June 30, 2004        

Army National Guard Spc. Patrick McCaffrey, 34, was killed in Iraq on June 22.  His mother Nadia invited the media to cover the arrival of her son's coffin on June 27 to challenge the Bush administration, which bans the photographing of soldiers' coffins.

Nadia recalled that his son Patrick called her one evening, and told her, "I don't understand why we are here."  In small towns, small villages, people would scream things at them, throw things at them.  There was resentment.

Patrick is survived by his parents, a wife, and two children (ages 9 and 2).  His 9-yrs old son is in denial.  He asked, "When is Dad coming home?"

"The consensus among the troops was we were in Iraq so George Bush could seize control of the oil fields."

                        - British Army soldier Peter Mahoney, committed suicide
                                                        The Independent/UK, August 13, 2004

Peter Mahoney, 45, who served in Iraq, arrived back in England on July 10.  Soon after his return, he gave an interview to his local newspaper revealing his deep concerns about the war:

"The consensus among the troops was we were in Iraq so George Bush could seize control of the oil fields.  All this talk of weapons of mass destruction was simply a smokescreen as far as we were concerned.  There was certainly no evidence they existed."

"I think Tony Blair was just following whatever Bush said.  He was simply his puppet.  He got in too deep and couldn't back out.  From what we saw Saddam's regime did not have advanced weapons.  Iraqi troops were using ancient Russian machines. "

His wife said, " Iraq changed him."  He was changed from a happy man to a broken man.  On Aug. 3, he put on his military uniform and committed suicide, leaving behind his beloved wife and four children.  It may have been his final protest against the war.

"An unnecessary and costly war in Iraq that strengthened the fundamentalist, radical Islamic terrorist movement worldwide."

                -  Testimony by Richard A. Clarke at the 9/11 public hearing, March 27, 2004 

                     Clarke is a former U.S. counter-terrorism coordinator for Bush administration
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils 

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  

For info: www.rocklandaction.org                                                        8/21/04













