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What if the U.S. were occupied?



"People are tired of us being here. It's the same as if someone came to the US and started taking over. You'd do what you'd have to do."

 - Lance Corporal Anthony Robert, The Boston Globe, August 12, 2004                                          

Young Marines Frustrated by Lack of Progress  

by Anne Barnard, The Boston Globe, August 12, 2004 

Four months into their tour of duty at one of the most dangerous American bases in Iraq, young Marines say the slow pace of progress is shaking their faith in their mission.

Lance Corporal Anthony Robert, 21, of Charlottesville, Va., said: "People are tired of us being here. It's the same as if someone came to the US and started taking over. You'd do what you'd have to do."

The squad members said they have come to resent Iraqi security forces, who seem unwilling to take risks, as well as Iraqis who do not want them there. 

Leaving the base is dangerous, even on routine missions. Hot food arrives twice a day from division headquarters across the river, towed by an armored Humvee code-named Boxcar. Inside the vehicle, sweat pours down the Marines' faces and collects behind their goggles. The air conditioning produces more noise than relief, but it would not be wise to open the thick protective windows. The last man in the battalion to die was hit by a piece of shrapnel that flew through the small space above the door of his Humvee, an earlier model with no protective glass. 

Gulf of Tonkin flows into Iraq comparison

by Margie Mason, The Journal News, August 8, 2004

A now-disputed account of a North Vietnamese attack on U.S. destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin led President Lyndon B. Johnson to escalate America's role in Vietnam, a chain of events drawing comparisons on its 40th anniversary to the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq.

Johnson told Americans that communist torpedo boats fired on U.S. destroyers on Aug. 2 and Aug. 4, 1964.  Following that, Congress voted almost unanimously on Aug. 7 to give Johnson approval to step up U.S. involvement in Vietnam.

Some argue Johnson and Congress acted hastily based on limited or misleading information, launching America into a divisive war where some 58,000 Americans and about 3 million Vietnamese troops and civilians died.

"The (Gulf of Tonkin) resolution was a blank check," said Tony Edmonds, a professor at Ball State University in Muncie, Ind., and expert on Vietnam. "Certainly very similar to what happened with the congressional resolution on the Iraq war."

A year after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the United States, President Bush received overwhelming support from Congress, in an October 2002 vote, to invade Iraq after now-discredited intelligence reports that Saddam Hussein had weapons of mass destruction.

Who lies?  Who dies?  Who pays?  Who profits?

Washington Post Rethinks its Coverage of War Debate

by Jacques Steinberg, The New York Times, August 13, 2004

The executive editor of The Washington Post, Leonard Downie Jr., said in yesterday’s newspaper that he and other top editors had erred before the war in Iraq by not giving front-page prominence to more articles that cast doubt on the Bush administration’s claims that Saddam Hussein was hiding weapons of mass destruction.

“We were so focused on trying to figure out what the administration was doing that we were not giving the same play to people who said it wouldn’t be a good idea to go to war and were questioning the administration’s rationale,” Mr. Downie said in a front-page article that assessed the newspaper’s prewar coverage.  “Not enough of those stories were put on the front page. That was a mistake on my part.”

The Post article is one of several that have appeared in recent months in which news organizations have begun to publicly second-guess their coverage of the war.  In May, The New York Times published a 1,220-word article in which the newspaper’s editors acknowledged that in the run-up to war they had not been skeptical enough about articles that depended “at least in part on informants, defectors and exiles bent on ‘regime change’ in Iraq whose credibility has come under increasing public debate.”

In late June, in an issue of The New Republic devoted to answering the question “Were We Wrong?” an editorial acknowledged that “the editorial assumption underlying this magazine’s strategic rationale for war now appears to have been wrong.”

Halliburton Setback

by The Journal News, August 12, 2004

Pentagon auditors have found that Halliburton Co. cannot properly document more than $1.8 billion worth of work done under its contracts in Iraq and Kuwait, U.S. Army officials said yesterday.

The latest setback for the Houston-based oil services company came in an audit by the Defense Contract Auditing Agency, which also found that the company's system for generating cost estimates used in negotiations with the government was "inadequate." 

The agency recommended that government contracting officials demand fixes within 45 days and seek more detailed information during negotiations with Halliburton, which has contracts worth as much as $18.2 billion in Iraq to feed and house troops and restore the country's oil infrastructure.

Returning troops may not be seeking treatment

by Nancy Cacioppo, The Journal News, August 12, 2004 

With a recent study (published in the New England Journal of Medicine) indicating that up to 20 percent of troops returning from Iraq and Afghanistan are at risk for developing post-traumatic stress disorder, some veterans worry that those most in need of treatment are not seeking help. 
Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 8/13/04)

    U.S. Soldiers:   936 died,  6,276 wounded

    Iraqi civilians:  11,510 – 13,483 died

    Cost: $127 Billion (~$1,270 per household) up to now

Bring The Troops Home Now!
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils 

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  

For info: www.rocklandaction.org                                                    8/14/04













