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	March 3000 Miles for Peace




Source: "Peace Marchers of the Loneliest Kind" by Colleen Mastony, the Chicago Tribune, 7/9/07
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Ashley Casale and Michael Israel started their

march for peace from San Francisco to DC on 

May 21, 2007.

	Two teenagers, Ashley Casale, 19, and Michael Israel, 18, are walking 3,000 miles from San Francisco to Washington, D.C. in their epic March for Peace. In over seven weeks they have traversed four states, more than 1,400 miles.

They trudge along the weed-bitten edge of an isolated highway. Blistered and sunburned, they endure wind, rain and searing heat. But still, they slog forward in what has become a quixotic journey across the country in an effort to end the Iraq war.


Their youthful idealism comes in stark contrast to a sense of complacency in America, where polls indicate that a majority of Americans oppose the war but relatively few of them have taken to the streets in active protest. “It seems like the country is asleep,” said Israel.
Their determination has endeared them to many. After seeing the holes in Casale’s shoes, a man in Sacramento bought her a new pair of sandals. An elderly man in Colorado drove their packs ahead for two days and called his friends who lived along the route to arrange for shelter.

The two marchers were exhausted, but they also were nearly halfway to Washington, D.C. Jean Taylor-Smith, 74, rushed to her door welcoming them to stay for a night.

Casale, sitting on a couch drinking a tall glass of ice water, said, “What we’re doing can be significant on a national level. But it’s also the individuals we meet. Everywhere we go, there’s someone we can meet and talk to.”  

Taylor-Smith, standing in the kitchen, beamed with pride. “One person can change the world,” Jean said, rushing to fill everyone’s water glasses, asking what the marchers wanted to eat. “These two will plant the seeds, and the movement will grow.”

For updates of their march: www.marchforpeace.info

Contact Ashley Casale: 845-264-3912
	

	Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY

                         For info: www.rocklandaction.org                     8/4/07
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