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  Are we Safer now?



By invading Iraq, which had no tie to 9/11 and did not possess weapons of mass destruction, Bush threw away our moral leadership.  It is easy to fear that by indiscriminately killing as many as four times more innocent civilians than who died on 9/11, we have already fueled future attacks against us. 




         - by Derrick Z. Jackson, The Boston Globe, July 23, 2004

Eroding Trust among Arabs  

by Derrick Z. Jackson, The Boston Globe, July 23, 2004 

The (9/11) commission concluded that to stop the growth of Islamic terrorism, the United States must "stand as an example of moral leadership in the world"…That is the greatest irony of the final report released yesterday. America had the advantage with its friends right after 9/11, to the degree that King Abdullah of Jordan said, standing beside President Bush on Sept. 28, 2001: "The majority of Arabs and Muslims will ban together with our colleagues all over the world to be able to put an end to this horrible scourge of international terrorism." 

By invading Iraq, which had no tie to 9/11 and did not possess weapons of mass destruction, Bush threw away our moral leadership. It is easy to fear that by indiscriminately killing as many as four times more innocent civilians than who died on 9/11, we have already fueled future attacks against us. 

"What you have is a collapse of trust," said (Shibley) Telhami (the Anwar Sadat Professor at the University of Maryland), who is also a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution…The 9/11 report is hot off the press, but Bush, by invading Iraq, has already blown away one of its key recommendations: He has turned Arab hearts to ice. Ice is precisely what ran in the veins of the 19 hijackers of 9/11. "If I'm Al Qaeda," Telhami said, "I'd be tickled to death." 

Art Attempts to Imitate Iraq Life In All of Its Chaos and Misery

by Jeffrey Gettleman, The New York Times, July 25, 2004

At the Baghdad Academy of Fine Arts, the school play last semester explored the humiliation of the American occupation and began with the sounds of helicopters and machine guns.  In the academy's dance studio, taut young men leap and prance and wilt on stage in a dance called "The Slow Death." In sculpturing rooms that smell of fresh, wet clay, students mold ceramic towers draped in chains.

"We don’t consider this moment the end of Saddam," said Juma Shumran, manager of Baghdad's Hewar Gallery.  "We consider it the beginning of the occupation."

The month,… a poster exhibition titled "Democracy and Sovereignty."  Many entries are political satire, like the poster by Saad Abdul Ali, a 40-year-old graphic artist, that said "Regain Authority" with a bar code stamped on it. "This is what Iraq has become," Mr. Ali explained. "Goods to be sold."

Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 7/30/04)

  U.S. Soldiers:   912 died,  5,804 wounded

  Iraqi civilians:  11,336 – 13,305 died

What did the 9/11 commission find?

· Between Jan. 20 and Sept. 11, 2001, Bush received 40 on the threat of Bin Laden.

· As early as May 2001, the FBI was receiving tips that Bin Laden supporters were     
      planning attacks in the U.S., possibly including the hijacking of planes. 

· At the end of June, 2001, the commission wrote, "the intelligence reporting                        

      consistently described the upcoming attacks as occurring on a calamitous level."

· In early July, 2001, Atty. Gen. John Ashcroft was told "that preparations for multiple 
      attacks [by Al Qaeda] were in late stages or already complete and that little  

      additional warning could be expected."

· By the end of July, 2001, "the system was blinking red" and could not "get any 

      worse," then-CIA  Director George Tenet told the 9/11 commission.

· On Aug. 6, 2001, Bush received two-page intelligence alert titled, "Bin Laden 
      Determined to Attack in the United States."

So, before 9/11, incompetence and sloth.  And after? Much worse: a war without end on the wrong battlefield.      (Source: Robert Scheer, The Los Angeles Times, July 27, 2004)

Correcting the Record on Sept. 11, in Great Detail
by Philip Shenon, Douglas Jehl & David Johnston, The New York Times, July 25, 2004

In the first hours after the Sept. 11 attacks and ever since, the White House has consistently insisted that Mr. Bush and his deputies had no credible evidence before the attacks to suggest that Al Qaeda was about to strike on American soil.  

After its most heated showdown with the Bush administration over access to classified information, the commission pressured the White House to declassify and make public a special intelligence briefing that had been presented to the president at his Texas ranch on Aug. 6, 2001, a month before the attacks.

In testimony this April to the Sept. 11 commission, before the report was made public, Ms. Rice insisted that it was "historical." … But there were gasps in the audience in the hearing room when she disclosed the name of the two-page briefing paper: "Bin Laden Determined to Attack in U.S."

It contained passages referring to F.B.I. reports at the time of "suspicious activity in this country consistent with preparations for hijackings or other types of attacks, including recent surveillance of federal buildings in New York." It noted that a caller to the United States Embassy in the United Arab Emirates that May had warned that "a group of bin Laden supporters was in the U.S.," planning attacks with explosives.

The commission's final report revealed that two C.I.A. analysts involved in preparing the brief had wanted to make clear to Mr. Bush that, far from being only a historical threat, the threat that Al Qaeda would strike on American soil was "both current and serious."

Bring The Troops Home Now!
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils 

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  

For info: www.rocklandaction.org                                                    7/31/04













