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 Through Children’s Eyes



   What does this mean?

   A tiny piece of metal hangs upon a frame,

   That has "father" written below the name.

   The tiny piece of metal hangs in glory there,

   Never left to tarnish by neglecting care.

   The tiny piece of metal brings fame to the home,

   Glory for its man who crossed the ocean's foam.

   Politicians send praises into the peaceful air;

   Others smile now who once would only stare.

   People from all around come especially to see

   The tiny piece of metal, a symbol of the free.

   A country's grateful token to the bravest of its land…

   Proud of their famous town the village people say,

   "Do you know what this means?" with pride most every day,

   To the little boy whose father went to war.

   "Yes," softly he replied, " I have no daddy any more."

                                                                         by James Yeck of Boulder, Colo.

                                                                   The New York Times, June 12, 2004
Adding to the tragedy is the realization that over 900 American service men and women died for a mistake.   They died in Iraq that had no role in 9/11, had no weapons of mass destruction, and posed no immediate threat to the U.S. (Reported recently by the 9/11 commission and the Senate Intelligence Committee).

In times of war and occupation, those left behind also pay the highest price.  That is especially true when both parents go to war, as witnessed by a 12-year-old boy:                                       
With parents at war, children grow up fast

by Kimberly Hefling, The Journal News, July 17, 2004

Master Sgt. Albert Brown's wife had already left for the Iraq war.  It was time for him to go too, so he pulled his freckled-laced 13-year-old stepson aside.

"Look, you're the dad now.  You're the man of the house," he said. 

Then Brown told Ty Kennedy he had to look after the diabetic grandmother (Joan Swinson) who would be caring for him.  He showed the boy how to prick her finger to test her blood sugar, and how to give her insulin shots.

Only later would Brown and his 33-year-old wife, Staff Sgt. Octavia Brown, learn the value of those lessons.  Twenty times during the couple's yearlong deployment with the 101st Airborne Division, Ty called 911 for assistance.  Many times, his grandma was unresponsive; sometimes, it was the middle of the night.

Teresa Herdon, a paramedic from Blanchfield Army Hospital at Fort Campbell, said of the calls from the then-12-year-old boy seeking help with his diabetic grandmother.  "He was so absolutely selfless in what he did; it just tugged at your heart every time you were over there."

"He was very calm, very collected," Herndon said.  "You would just look at him and think he wasn't a kid." 

Swinson credits Ty and his sisters saving her life. Without them, "Grandma may not be here today," she said.

Among Troops, Growing Doubts About Mission, Leaders Who Sent Them

by Tom Lasseter, Knight-Ridder, July 21, 2004

Sgt. 1st Class James Tilley was on patrol on the road outside Ramadi later that afternoon, sitting in his Humvee for an hour or two in one spot - sweating profusely in the 105-degree heat - before moving a few hundred yards down the road to another place. 

"A lot of times, I look at this place and wonder what have we really done. ... When we first got here, we all wanted to change it and make it better, but now I don’t give a s---," he said. "What the hell am I here for?" 

Staff Sgt. A.J. Dean was on the same stretch of road a couple of nights later, and his tone was similar to Tilley’s. "I don’t have any idea of what we’re trying to do out here. I don’t know what the (goal) is, and I don’t think our commanders do either," he said. "I feel deceived personally. I don’t trust anything (Defense Secretary Donald) Rumsfeld says, and I think (Deputy Defense Secretary Paul) Wolfowitz is even dirtier."

  Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 7/22/04)

  U.S. Soldiers:   905 died,  5,803 wounded

  Iraqi civilians:  11,252 – 13,213 died

End Occupation! 

Bring The Troops Home Now!
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils 

at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  

For info: www.rocklandaction.org                                                    7/24/04













