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  Do Facts Matter?



"Why can't the president explain — without lying — why we are in Iraq? Why are Americans dying in a country that had no weapons of mass destruction, had no role in 9/11 and posed no immediate threat to the U.S.?" 




 - by Robert Scheer, The Los Angeles Times, July 13, 2004

9/11 Report Is Said to Dismiss Iraq-Qaeda Alliance

by Philip Shenon, The New York Times, July 12, 2004

The commission investigating the Sept. 11 attacks is nearing completion of a final, probably unanimous report that will stand by the conclusions of the panel's staff and largely dismiss White House theories both about a close working relationship between Iraq and Al Qaeda and about possible Iraqi involvement in Sept. 11, commission officials said.

The report, which is expected to be made public several days before the panel's mandated deadline of July 26, will also probably be unwelcome at the White House because it will document management failures at senior levels of the Bush administration that kept the government from acting aggressively on intelligence warnings in the spring and summer of 2001 of an imminent, catastrophic terrorist attack, the officials said.

At the commission's request, the White House in April declassified and made public an intelligence report given to Mr. Bush on Aug. 6, 2001 — 36 days before the attacks — that was titled "Bin Laden Determined to Strike in U.S."
C.I.A. Warned White House That Links Between Iraq and Qaeda Were "Murky"
by Philip Shenon, The New York Times, July 10, 2004

The Central Intelligence Agency repeatedly told the White House after the Sept. 11 attacks that evidence linking Iraq to Al Qaeda was "murky" and conflicting.

That judgment contrasted starkly with the Bush administration's depiction of a close, well-documented relationship, which it used to justify the war in Iraq, according to the findings of a bipartisan Senate Intelligence Committee report released Friday.

The C.I.A.'s conclusions on the issue of a possible Iraq-Qaeda link largely mirror those of staff investigators of the independent commission investigating the Sept. 11 attacks.  That panel's staff reported last month that there did not appear to have been a "collaborative relationship" between Iraq and Al Qaeda and that there was no credible evidence linking Iraq to the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

Senators Assail C.I.A. Judgments on Iraq's Arms as Deeply Flawed

by Douglas Jehl, The New York Times, July 10, 2004

In a scathing, unanimous report, the Senate Intelligence Committee said Friday that the most pivotal assessments used to justify the war against Iraq were unfounded and unreasonable, and reflected major missteps by American intelligence agencies.

The detailed 511-page report, the result of a yearlong review, found in particular that the stark prewar judgment by American intelligence agencies that Iraq possessed chemical and biological weapons had not been substantiated by the agencies' own reporting at the time.

What the Senate report added to the picture was the conclusion that the intelligence assessments about Iraq were not just wrong, but that they were generally unfounded.

Fact of the Matter Is That Facts Didn't Matter

Senate Panel's Report is a Damning Indictment of the Bush Doctrine 

by Robert Scheer, The Los Angeles Times, July 13, 2004   

Well, the CIA managed, barely, to get one thing right on Iraq: There never was a case for linking Saddam Hussein with Osama bin Laden or the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, a key rationale for President Bush's invasion of Iraq. 

The Senate Intelligence Committee went out of its way to endorse the CIA finding that "the intelligence community has no credible information that Baghdad had foreknowledge of the 11 September attacks or any other Al Qaeda strike." This was also the preliminary conclusion of the bipartisan 9/11 commission appointed by the president. 

Yet Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney still insist that the war against Bin Laden somehow naturally extended to Iraq. As recently as a June 17 interview with CNBC, Cheney asserted, without providing evidence, that "there clearly was a relationship. It's been testified to. The evidence is overwhelming." Nor would he rule out that Iraq was involved in the 9/11 plot. 

Of course, this outrageous stubbornness in the face of overwhelming evidence shouldn't be surprising. With no weapons of mass destruction found in occupied Iraq, almost 900 American soldiers dead and U.S. taxpayers having already coughed up more than $100 billion, the quagmire must be justified as being "the central front in the war on terror" if Bush is to win reelection in November. 

Advocates of War Now Profit From Iraq's Reconstruction

by Walter F. Roche Jr. and Ken Silverstein, The Los Angeles Times, July 14, 2004 

As lobbyists, public relations counselors and confidential advisors to senior federal officials, they warned against Iraqi weapons of mass destruction, praised exiled leader Ahmad Chalabi, and argued that toppling Saddam Hussein was a matter of national security and moral duty. 

Now, as fighting continues in Iraq, they are collecting tens of thousands of dollars in fees for helping business clients pursue federal contracts and other financial opportunities in Iraq. For instance, a former Senate aide who helped get U.S. funds for anti-Hussein exiles who are now active in Iraqi affairs has a $175,000 deal to advise Romania on winning business in Iraq and other matters. 

Former CIA Director R. James Woolsey is a prominent example of the phenomenon, mixing his business interests with what he contends are the country's strategic interests. He works for two private companies that do business in Iraq and is a partner in a company that invests in firms that provide security and anti-terrorism services. 

Two ardent supporters of military action, Joe Allbaugh, who managed President Bush's 2000 campaign for the White House and later headed the Federal Emergency Management Agency, and Edward Rogers Jr., an aide to the first President Bush, recently helped set up two companies to promote business in postwar Iraq. Rogers' law firm has a $262,500 contract to represent Iraq's Kurdistan Democratic Party. 

 Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 7/14/04)

 U.S. Soldiers:  892 died                        Iraqi civilians: 11,164 – 13,118 died

                         5,394 wounded 

Bring The Troops Home Now!
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  For info: www.rocklandaction.org   7/17/04
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