PAGE  

[image: image1.jpg]o

Rockland Coalition
for Peace & Justice




Why He Refused

to Fight the Iraq War
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Lt. Ehren Watada, Ft. Lewis, WA
U.S. Army 1st Lieutenant Ehren Watada, 28, a native of Hawaii, publicly refused orders to deploy to the Iraq war on June 22.  He was formally charged on July 5.

(For updated info, visit: www.ThankYouLt.org)

Stationed at Fort Lewis as of June 2005, Watada began researching the Iraq war... When Watada discovered what was really going on in the war, he says it was "deeply shocking."                          

Watada listed three discoveries, among others, that led to his belief that the war was neither moral nor legal: Iraq had no weapons of mass destruction, no ties to al-Qaeda and no ties to Sept. 11.  Watada says that there was not "bad intelligence," but intelligence that was manipulated to convince the country to go to war...

Watada, who feels "lied to, betrayed, misused and abused" by the government, says..."There are other officers who feel the same as I do,"... He tells them, "Do the right thing - regardless of consequences, regardless if we serve time."

"We owe that to our soldiers."

(Above are excerpts from International Examiner on a report of the speech Lt. Watada delivered on June 16 at University Lutheran Church in Seattle, WA..)



Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3 pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet

                         For info: www.rocklandaction.org                7/15/06
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