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	Speaks for Peace After Son's Death




Condensed from "Speaks for Peace After Son's Death" by M. Levenson of the Boston Globe (6/5/05)
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Private First Class John D. Hart, 

20, of Bedford, MA, was killed on October 18, 2003, in Taza, Iraq.
	Two years ago, Brian T. Hart, an avid supporter of the American military mission in Iraq, wrote to the Board of Selectmen in Bedford to complain about a 20-foot banner strung from the front of the First Unitarian church that read, ''Speak Out For Peace."  He even threatened to file a lawsuit. John Eric Gibbons, the Unitarian minister, agreed to take it down. Hart was pleased.

Today, Hart, now a blistering critic of the campaign in Iraq, plans to return to the church on the town green to speak out for peace at the pulpit.

The reason for his transformation: His son, Private First Class John D. Hart was killed outside Kirkuk, Iraq, in October 2003 when insurgents firing small arms and rocket-propelled grenades attacked his unarmored Humvee.




''I don't care if they call me un-American," Hart said. He voted for President Bush in 2000. His two teenage daughters are members of the Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps at Bedford High School.  He said, ''I've come full circle in saying the best way to support the troops today is to give them a plan to exit Iraq."

At his son's funeral, Hart said a soldier who had been in the Humvee during the fatal attack told him that their Army unit lacked armor and ammunition. Hart began studying the way the Army supplies its soldiers. What he learned about Humvee armor disturbed him, he said. ''Congress was being told that the plants were at full capacity," Hart said. ''They were just lied to. Hundreds of kids died from over this issue alone."

Hart and Gibbons have grown closer since they clashed over the banner two years ago. Now, they discuss the war. Gibbons said, ''It seems to me that Brian's quest, like that of any father, is to make meaning of his son's death. It seems to me that his quest has been for the truth."  Hart said, "I'm no pacifist. Where we're at today is not right. It's not right for America. It's not right for the troops. It's not right for the Iraqis."

Now, Hart is backing U.S. Representative Martin T. Meehan's plan to gradually withdraw U.S. troops from Iraq. Hart said he hopes to ignite a discussion, starting in the small church he once challenged.

"It has become too easy to send another man’s son to war.  The only justice we will see in this world is through the courage of the living to act." - Brian T. Hart

	

	Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet
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