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Oh, What a Lovely War!  So? 

Source: “Oh, What a Lovely War! So?” by Michael Takiff, The Nation, April 3, 2008 
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“So?”  Said Vice President Cheney, March 19, when asked about the American public’s disapproval of the Iraq War.  

“I must say, I’m a little envious. If I were slightly younger and not employed here, I think it would be a fantastic experience to be on the front lines of helping this young democracy succeed.  

It must be exciting for you…in some ways romantic, in some ways, you know, confronting danger. You’re really making history, and thanks.”

-President Bush, March 13, speaking by videoconference to American military and civilian personnel in Afghanistan…

“These are not adolescents talking. This is the Leader of the [so called] Free World and his Number-Two demonstrating their unfitness for office...

But to consider “confronting danger”–in other words, trying to kill people before they kill you, which is, after all, what men at war do–”romantic;” to envy brave young people the chance to fight, die, lose limbs, lose comrades; to see as “fantastic” the searing experience of armed conflict that burdens its participants with a lifetime of nightmares, disgraces the office he holds and every one of us he purports to represent. Can anyone imagine Dwight Eisenhower suggesting on June 6, 1944 that he envied the young soldiers he was sending into harm’s way?

We who have only read about war or watched it on TV can never truly understand what it is like to endure it. But we can listen to those who have been there – indeed, we must, if we are to be informed citizens of a democracy. George Bush may have long ago missed his chance to know war firsthand, but in the here and now, his comments make shockingly clear his continued dereliction of duty.

These two men have no business ordering brave men and women into battle.”

End the occupation in Iraq!  Bring the troops home NOW!
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Join our 294th Peace Vigil to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY
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