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For this Fourth of July

Verses about Allegiance…

Allegiance we owe not to any flag or banner high unfurled – 

To no dead matter our lives, our young or land we bind; 

Nor pledge our trust to gods of vengeance, wrath, or war,

Whether on coins, or bills, or screens their names appear.

No faith, no loyalty - much less one single child –

Surrender we to aught in earth or sky. 
To force another’s will, decide another’s fate –

Son’s or daughter’s, alive or yet unborn –

No power, on high or here below, confers. 

In what, you ask, can I believe? To what be true? 

To whom submit?

Believe in the oneness of humanity,

The love from which the earthly race first sprang – 

The spark that in each human mind yet glows.

Be true to nature enshrined in every soul –

Male, female, young, old, gay or straight,

Worshipful, or by no creed constrained … 

Pledge allegiance to a single human race – 

No longer prey to warrior, class, or greed – 

Fed everywhere, in joy and health to act,

In deserts, caves or hills in peace to dwell, 

Subservient to naught but common good –

One people under Peace with Universal Brotherhood for all!
“A dream!” you scoff? 

I’ll not pronounce you wrong,

but only bid you ponder this:


A dream can be fulfilled,


A strip of cloth but flutters in the wind.
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  For info: www.rocklandaction.org   7/03/04










