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"Can I kill someone and yet love them as Christ told me to love them?"


-Conscientious objector and former Army Sgt. Logan Laituri
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                                                                                                                                      Source: Matt Renner, www.truthout.org

Laituri joined the military in 2000 to earn money for college. He served for two years as a paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne Division, after which he reenlisted with the 25th Infantry Division. He deployed to Iraq in January 2004 and spent 14 months in the war zone. 

His experiences in Iraq made him question the legitimacy of the invasion and subsequent occupation. He struggled to reconcile his religious beliefs with the bloody reality of Iraq. 

Upon returning from combat, Laituri began to study the Christian Bible. He had always identified with Christianity, but had never fully examined his faith. During his testimony at Winter Soldier, he talked about turning to his faith as a way of understanding what was happening in Iraq. 

Then, on April 20, 2006, at 9:40 AM, while riding in a bus on the way to Fort Erwin, Laituri experienced what he described as his "point of crystallization." He said all of a sudden he had a vision of himself back in Iraq but, this time, without a weapon. This moment confirmed a feeling that had been building inside him for some time. 

Laituri applied to be a conscientious objector - someone who refuses to participate in combat on religious, moral or ethical grounds. "COs" as they are known in the military, are stigmatized and called "traitors" and "cowards" because they refuse to fight. His commanders said he was "aiding his enemies" by refusing to fight. 

Since leaving the military, Laituri has become a Christian peace activist. He spent four weeks in Palestine with a Christian Peacemaker team, where he spent time speaking with Palestinians and Israelis about the ongoing violence in the region. He plans to move to Jerusalem in the future to study and work to end the fighting there.
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Join our 292nd Peace Vigil to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY
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