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     Forget-Me-Not



Did I hold a dog

To your terrified nakedness

Or perch you on a box,

Your outstretched arms wired

To the current of fear?…

Tell me what I have done,

I beg you, as you begged me,

Tell me what I can do

To make you forget

That my people never remember.

by David Keppel of Bloomington, Ind.

The New York Times, June 12, 2004




Abu Ghraib General Says Told Prisoners 'Like Dogs'  

Reuter, June 15, 2004

Janis Karpinski, the one-star general responsible for the military police who ran prisons in Iraq when pictures were taken showing prisoners being abused, said she and her soldiers were being made scapegoats for abuse ordered by others.

In the interview with Britain's BBC radio, Karpinski said Geoffrey Miller, a two-star general sent to Iraq from the U.S. prison camp at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba, had ordered new procedures in cell blocs where Iraqis were interrogated.

"He said they are like dogs, and if you allow them to believe at any point they are more than a dog then you've lost control of them."

General Granted Latitude At Prison. Abu Ghraib Used Aggressive Tactics 

by R. Jeffrey Smith and Josh White, TheWashington Post, June 12, 2004

Lt. Gen. Ricardo S. Sanchez, the senior U.S. military officer in Iraq, borrowed heavily from a list of high-pressure interrogation tactics used at the U.S. detention center in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and approved letting senior officials at a Baghdad jail use military dogs, temperature extremes, reversed sleep patterns, sensory deprivation, and diets of bread and water on detainees whenever they wished, according to newly obtained documents.

* 9/11 Commission Report (6/16/04):

No Link Between Al Qaeda and Saddam Hussein
The list of interrogation options in the document closely matches a menu of options developed for use on detainees held by the U.S. military at Guantanamo Bay and approved in a series of memos signed by top Pentagon officials, including Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld. In January 2002, for example, Rumsfeld approved the use of dogs to intimidate prisoners there.

Retired Officials Say Bush Must Go

by Ronald Brownstein, The Los Angeles Times, June 13, 2004  

WASHINGTON — A group of 26 former senior diplomats and military officials, several appointed to key positions by Republican Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush, plans to issue a joint statement this week arguing that President George W. Bush has damaged America's national security and should be defeated in November.

The group, which calls itself Diplomats and Military Commanders for Change, will explicitly condemn Bush's foreign policy, according to several of those who signed the document.

"It is clear that the statement calls for the defeat of the administration," said William C. Harrop, the ambassador to Israel under President Bush's father and one of the group's principal organizers.

Those signing the document, which will be released in Washington on Wednesday, include 20 former U.S. ambassadors, appointed by presidents of both parties, to countries including Israel, the former Soviet Union and Saudi Arabia.

Is US like Germany of the '30s?  

by Andrew Greeley, The Chicago Sun Times, June 11, 2004

BERLIN - Has the combination of the World Trade Center attack and a president who believes his instructions come from God unleashed the dark side of the American heritage? 

What is this dark side? I would suggest that it is the mix of Calvinist religious righteousness and ''my-country-right-or-wrong'' patriotism… The ''manifest destiny'' of America was to do whatever it wanted to do, because it was strong and virtuous and chosen by God. 

He is not another Hitler. Yet there is a certain parallelism. They have in common a demagogic appeal to the worst side of a country's heritage in a crisis. Bush is doubtless sincere in his vision of what is best for America. So too was Hitler. The crew around the president -- Donald Rumsfeld, John Ashcroft, Karl Rove, the ''neo-cons'' like Paul Wolfowitz -- are not as crazy perhaps as Himmler and Goering and Goebbels. Yet like them, they are practitioners of the Big Lie -- weapons of mass destruction, Iraq democracy, only a few ''bad apples.'' 

Hitler's war was quantitatively different from the Iraq war, but qualitatively both were foolish, self-destructive and criminally unjust. This is a time of great peril in American history because a phony patriotism and an America-worshipping religion threaten the authentic American genius of tolerance and respect for other people. 

Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 6/16/04)  

U.S. Soldiers:  837 died (236 died since April 1, 2004)

                        5,013 wounded (2,025 wounded since April 3, 2004)

Iraqi civilians: 9,436 – 11,317 died 

Cost: $5 Billion a month

End Occupation!   Bring The Troops Home Now!
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  For info: www.rocklandaction.org   6/19/04
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