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	Tillman's Death: 

A Shameful Cover-Up




Condensed from "A Cover-Up as Shameful as Tillman's Death" by R. Scheer of the Los Angeles Times (5/31/05)
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Late NFL star, Army Ranger, Pat

Tillman was killed on April 22, 04

in Afghanistan by friendly fire.
	Parents of late NFL star Pat Tillman are demanding to know why their son's death in 2004 was exploited for public relations purposes by the U.S. military and the administration. 

"They blew up their poster boy," Tillman's father, Patrick, a San Jose lawyer, told the Washington Post last week. High-ranking Army officials, he said, told "outright lies." 

A devastating series of investigations and Post stories has shown that the Army's command structure was eager to cover up the embarrassing truth: that Pat Tillman, who turned down a $3.6-million contract with the Arizona Cardinals to join the Army Rangers after 9/11, was accidentally killed by his fellow Rangers while on patrol in Afghanistan a year ago.



Although "soldiers on the scene said they were immediately sure Tillman was killed by a barrage of American bullets," according to the Post, and "a new Army report on the death shows that top Army officials, including the theater commander, Gen. John P. Abizaid, were told that Tillman's death was fratricide days before the service," Army officials decided not to inform Tillman's family or the public until weeks after the nationally televised memorial service. And even then, they provided no details and answered no questions, saying only that friendly fire "probably" killed Tillman.

"The fact that he was the ultimate team player and he watched his own men kill him is absolutely heartbreaking and tragic," Tillman's mother, Mary, told the Post. "The fact that they lied about it afterward is disgusting."

In any case, the White House has refrained from making any public apologies for the cover-up. Indeed, Mary Tillman said she was particularly offended that even after the facts were known, Bush exploited her son's death with a message played before an Arizona Cardinal game last fall before the election.

"Maybe lying is not a big deal anymore," Patrick Tillman said. "Pat's dead, and this isn't going to bring him back. But these guys should have been held up to scrutiny, right up the chain of command, and no one has."

For the Tillmans, as with Pfc. Jessica Lynch and the 9/11 widows, the path to true patriotism means confronting your government when it lies. 

	

	Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet

                         For info: www.rocklandaction.org               6/18/05
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