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An Artist's Conscience
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Fernando Botero, Latin America's best-known living artist, shocked the art world, when he broke sharply from his usual depictions of small town life to reveal new works that depicted the torture of Iraqi prisoners at Abu Ghraib. 

Forty-eight paintings and sketches - of naked prisoners attacked by dogs, dangling from ropes, beaten by guards, in a mangled heap of bodies - will be exhibited in Rome at the Palazzo Venezia museum on June 16.

"These works are a result of indignation that the violations in Iraq produced in me and the rest of the world," Mr. Botero, 73, said from his Paris studio.

He told the Associated Press (4/12/05) that he became so upset by prisoner torture at Iraq's Abu Ghraib prison that he felt compelled to produce works that would graphically depict it. 

"I, like everyone else, was shocked by the barbarity, especially because the United States is supposed to be this model of compassion," he said in an interview.

His aim, he said, was to brand the images on the conscience of the world, in the way that Picasso's Guernica preserved forever the memory of how innocent civilians were bombed during the Spanish civil war.

To date, a few U.S. soldiers of low rank have been punished for their role in the torture, however, the upper echelon commanders or politicians have actually been promoted, for example:

Alberto Gonzales: then White House counsel, whose work justified the torture in Iraq.  Early this year, he was promoted to be the U.S. Attorney General.

Could we remain silent?



Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet

                         For info: www.rocklandaction.org                6/11/05
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