PAGE  


[image: image1.wmf] 


      Tell the Truth!



Decorations for area's unsung war heroes

by Bob Baird, The Journal News, May 30, 2004

A small crew of volunteers walked the rows of Rockland's veterans' cemeteries Friday, with a small American flags. 

"I think, 'Here I am planting flags," Nancy Griffin (from Pleasantville in Westchester) says pausing briefly. "I support the troops in Iraq," she continues, "but this administration has blood on its hands."

In the beginning, she says, her feelings were different.  "I was for the war when we went in, but there's been one lie after another."

President Bush wasn't honest about his motives for going to war, she says, and then the administration didn't properly prepare to protect the troops.

Even if Americans aren't happy with the course of the war, "It's not going to happen that people will turn against the troops," she says.  "All Americans love our troops.  If there's any blame to be put, it's on Bush."

With nine nieces and nephews of draft age, she's worries that if the war goes on, the draft will be reinstituted.  

GIs can't leave units set to deploy

by John J. Lumpkin, The Journal News, June 3, 2004

Thousands of soldiers who had expected to retire or otherwise leave the military will be required to stay if their units are ordered to Iraq or Afghanistan.  

The Army is struggling to find fresh units to continue the occupation of Iraq.  Almost every combat unit has faced or will face duty there or in Afghanistan, and increased violence has forced the deployment of an additional 20,000 troops to the Iraq region, straining units even further.  

There has been criticism of the program as contrary to the concept of an all-volunteer military force.  Soldiers planning to retire and get on with their lives now face more months away from their families and homes.  Andrew Exum, a former Army captain called the treatment "shameful."

West Point graduation draws antiwar activists

by Jennifer Weil, The Journal News, May 30, 2004

Ivan Medina knows that war can be brutal because he experienced it firsthand.  Last year, the 22-year-old Middletown, N.Y., man and his twin brother, Irving, spent about six months in Iraq as Army specialists.

Yesterday, Ivan Medina and his parents, Ana and Jorge, were among the 200 people near the gates of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point protesting the war in Iraq and the visit by Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, who gave the commencement address.

Ivan Medina returned from Iraq in August 2003.  He said his brother died on the streets on Baghdad three months later.

"I'm here to show support to my troops and tell the people that this person that's coming to speak to the cadets is a liar and a war criminal," Medina said.

"This government lied to the military soldiers. Bush went to war to settle a family vendetta.  He wanted to put back the Bush name after what happened in the Gulf War."

UN's Brahimi: Bremer the 'Dictator of Iraq' in Shaping Iraqi Government  

by Tom Lasseter, Knight-Ridder, June 3, 2004   

When the U.S.-appointed Governing Council announced this week that it had selected a new prime minister, Lakhdar Brahimi (the U.N. envoy to Iraq) seemed to be caught flat-footed. The man tapped for the post, Iyad Allawi, has close ties to the CIA. Almost immediately after being named prime minister, he called for the United States to keep its troops in Iraq, a position unpopular with many Iraqis. 

"Bremer is the dictator of Iraq," he (Brahimi) said. "He has the money. He has the signature." He later added: " I will remind you that the Americans are governing this country." 

Most Iraqis Wary of Nation's New Government 

 by Robert Collier, The San Francisco Chronicle, June 2, 2004

The choice for prime minister of Iyad Allawi, a controversial businessman and recipient of CIA largesse, as particularly likely to spur public dissent. 

"This is unlikely to be seen by most Iraqis as a legitimate government because it wasn't elected by anybody, and I don't think anybody will view it as independent," said Juan Cole, a professor of Middle East history at the University of Michigan and the author of Informed Comment, an authoritative Web log about Iraq. "Having an old-time CIA asset be the prime minister seems a recipe for derision."  

Recent public opinion polling has showed a dramatic increase in grassroots hostility toward the American occupation. 

Between October and April, the percentage of Iraqis viewing the United States as an occupier rather than a liberator more than doubled, from 43 percent to 88 percent, according to the Center for Research, an Iraqi polling firm that works for several U.S. contractors. Similarly, the percentage of Iraqis wanting U.S. and coalition troops to leave the country immediately rose from 17 percent in October to 57 percent in April. 

America's Abu Ghraibs  

by Bob Herbert, The New York Times, May 31, 2004 

Most Americans were shocked by the sadistic treatment of Iraqi detainees at the Abu Ghraib prison. But we shouldn't have been. Not only are inmates at prisons in the U.S. frequently subjected to similarly grotesque treatment, but Congress passed a law in 1996 to ensure that in most cases they were barred from receiving any financial compensation for the abuse. 

We routinely treat prisoners in the United States like animals. We brutalize and degrade them, both men and women. And we have a lousy record when it comes to protecting well-behaved, weak and mentally ill prisoners from the predators surrounding them. 
The treatment of the detainees in Iraq was far from an aberration. They, too, were treated like animals, which was simply a logical extension of the way we treat prisoners here at home. 

Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 6/1/04)

U.S. Soldiers:  818 died (217 died since April 1, 2004)

                        4,887 wounded (1,894 wounded since April 3, 2004)

Iraqi civilians: 9,284 – 11,147 died 
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  For info: www.rocklandaction.org    6/5/04
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