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GIs Against the Iraq War

Source: "They Also Serve Their Conscience" by Rone Tempest, Los Angeles Times, 4/30/07
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Mike Ergo, 24, a former Marine who served 2 tours in Iraq, is proud of march for peace.

Mike Ergo, a 24-year-old former Marine who served two tours in Iraq, participated in the bloody assault on Fallouja in November 2004. Ergo explained how his views changed from being gung-ho on Iraq to being against the war.

“When I got back and had time to sort out Sept. 11 and the events that led to Iraq, I began to question things,” said Ergo. “At first, I didn’t understand that you could be proud of military service and still be opposed to a specific war."



Ergo said, "All of us are ready to die if necessary for a noble cause. I was just mad that this cause wasn’t worth dying for.”
Ergo has given antiwar speeches at Northern California high schools. Last March, Ergo marched near the front of the anti-war demonstration that rolled through San Francisco. 

Army Sgt. Ronn Cantu, 29, operates an antiwar website, when he is off duty in Baghdad. Cantu belongs to an organization called Iraq Veterans Against the War.

Sgt. Jabbar Magruder, 24, served in Iraq in 2005 and is still a member of the California National Guard. In his civilian mode, he serves as secretary of the Los Angeles chapter of Iraq Veterans Against the War, attends antiwar demonstrations and speaks with students on college campuses about his war experience.

Magruder is not a pacifist but is opposed to the U.S. policy in Iraq. “For me, it was all about the weapons of mass destruction. When we didn’t find any, that was the final straw,” he said.



Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY

                         For info: www.rocklandaction.org                     6/2/07
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