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        No More Deaths!

Memorial Day 2004

"We owe respect to the living; to the dead we owe only the truth."

   - Voltaire, French Philosopher (1694-1778)

        Veteran reports nightmare of killing in Iraq
Twelve-year U.S. Marine veteran Jimmy Massey spoke over national radio on Monday, May 24, 2004.  Honorably discharged last December, this former staff sergeant, whose twelve years of service cover the last two U.S.-led wars on Iraq, paid tribute to all the fallen in action, including the almost 800 American troops now killed since March of 2003, by telling the truth – a horror story that he lived through in the first Marine division to march in the main invasion all the way up into Baghdad.   Here it is …  

“I felt we were committing genocide in Iraq. ”
 “Really, what led up to my disgust with the war was the civilian casualties that we were inflicting,” Massey told WBAI Radio from his home in the North Carolina Smoky Mountains. At the checkpoint he was in charge of, as US military discharged weapons – 50 cals and M-16s – into civilian vehicles, the awful truth quickly dawned on him: “… we would find no weapons, and nothing to link these individuals with terrorists acts. And this happened continuously through the fall of Baghdad.”

 “I would say my platoon alone killed 30-plus innocent civilians,” Sergeant Massey admitted.  After each shooting, he explained, “We would go through and search the dead occupants as well as the vehicles, and we would find nothing that directly linked them to any type of terrorists. They were just average civilians that were trying to flee out of Baghdad because of the invading American force. They were scared.  …  but you know, there was basically nothing that we could do with the bodies other than toss them in the ditch and off the road.”

“Just a casualty of war.”

Massey recalled one particular horror he experienced.  “I had a young child die in my arms. The father came up to us at the checkpoint with a child, and began to say, the bombs – the bombs killed his child. …  The corpsman came over to assist the child and said the child probably had internal damage from the concussion, from the bombs. So, as his child died in my arms, I began to think: you know, here's an innocent child that was just sleeping or doing things that children do. … When he reported the incident to his commander, this was the response: “Well, better them than us, and, you know, it's – he’s  just a casualty of war.” 

“It sickened me …”

“After we left the city of Anu Mannia,” Sgt. Massey continued, “it just became utter chaos. It sickened me so that I had actually brought it up to my lieutenant, and I told him … you know, sir, we're not going to have to worry about the Iraqis. … we're basically committing genocide over here, mass extermination of thousands of Iraqis, and with the depleted uranium that we're leaving around on the battlefield, we're setting up genocide for future generations…”

In return for his honesty and courage, Sergeant Massey found himself facing Courts Martial back in the U.S.A.  “The Marine Corps told me they were going to bring legal repercussions against me … Their main concern was whether or not I was a conscientious objector. I told them that I believed … some wars in our history have been helpful for humanity and society as a whole, but that I do not believe in killing innocent civilians.”

“Oh, my God - we just opened up on a group of peaceful demonstrators!”
These innocent civilians included a group of Iraqis who could easily have been firing on the Americans.  “There were about four of them,” Massey related, “and … ten in the background. They were standing next to a highway overpass…”  When a stray gunshot was heard, the Marines opened fire on persons who – it turned out – were holding nothing more than signs. “I didn't know what was going on, and I started discharging my weapon as well into the demonstrators…. But as we were driving towards the demonstrators, I didn't see any weapons. … These Iraqis had a clear shot of the tank before we even got there, but they didn't shoot. I just quickly put two and two together and said: Oh, my God - we just opened up on a group of peaceful demonstrators!”

“Cluster bombs were everywhere”

“I had a staff sergeant at the very beginning of the war,” Massey went on to say.  “He lost his leg because of cluster bombs. Cluster bombs from Marine Artillery and from air were everywhere… The long-term casualties of these cluster bombs with children and – you know – older people working in the fields is going to go on for years.” 

“There isn't a waking moment of the day that I don't think about it.”
Describing another horror he witnessed, Massey said, “When we pulled into that military compound, they had makeshift morgues … tractor-trailer beds full of bodies – this is because of the bombing that we did.  Some of them had Iraqi flags on them, indicating that they were soldiers, but 80% of them didn't. We would find tractor-trailers literally full of stacked bodies…. the plasma from the body and the skin was decomposing and literally oozing out of the crevices of the tractor-trailer beds.”

“There isn't a waking moment of the day that I don't think about it and think about what we have done over there,” Massey confessed to the radio audience last Monday.  “I have been called a traitor, a disloyal s.o.b. You name it.  The reason that I'm doing this is to heal myself…. to help other marines that feel the same way that I do.”

“Whom do you hold most responsible?”

To this question Sgt. Massey replied: “The president of the United States… the one that authorized it.  He's the one that said there were weapons of mass destruction.  He's the one that gave the case to us for going to war. We went to war backing him … We were supposed to go in there and set up a democracy. All we did was cause chaos… So, they're mad. They have every right to be mad. I know if somebody killed my brother, you know, indiscriminately and laughed about it and said, ‘Well, sorry, wrong place, wrong time’, I would be mad, too.” 

     (Produced and broadcast by WBAI 99.5 FM, New York.  For a complete transcript/audio 

     replay of this interview, go to http://www.democracynow.org/article.pl?sid=04/05/24/148212) 

Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 5/26/04)

U.S. Soldiers:  806 died (205 died since April 3, 2004)

                        4,682 wounded (1,694 wounded since April 3, 2004)

Iraqi civilians: 9,187 – 11,046 died 
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Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for peace vigils at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  For info: www.rocklandaction.org   5/29/04
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