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Reservist Turned Activist



Excerpts from “Reservist turned activist”, by Enrique Gili, WholeLifeTimes, March 4, 2005
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Tim Goodrich, 24, reservist co-founded 

Iraq Veterans Against the War (IVAW)
Tim Goodrich, 24, insists he was the model gung-ho soldier.  “I was deployed in Saudi Arabia in October of 2002, around the time the Bush administration started talking about going to war in Iraq,” says Goodrich.  “I figured, if I was going to fight in this war, I’d better know about it.”  Goodrich began avid Internet research.

“I did as much research as I could and I came to realize the war was wrong,” continues Goodrich.

“I knew, even though the administration was talking about ‘weapons of mass destruction’ and ‘imminent threat,’ that after 12 years of sanctions, we had the country boxed in.  If they weren’t a threat to my base, how could they possibly hit the US in 45 minutes? I could see this was a deception.”



“I joined the Army to defend my country,” Goodrich says emphatically.  “I don’t feel this is defending my country.  I feel it’s quite the opposite because I know that we’re just inflaming the population against us.”

Goodrich finished his tour of duty two weeks after the US invaded Iraq and was able to return home in San Diego, where he immediately joined the ranks of anti-war demonstrators marching on city streets across America.  

In 2004, he joined Mike Hoffman, a former artilleryman, to found Iraq Veterans Against the War (IVAW).  Their mission, Goodrich explains, is to bring an end to the violence in Iraq by advocating the immediate withdrawal of occupation forces and to provide moral support for soldiers returning home from the war.

As a full time IVAW spokesman, Goodrich barnstorms across the country speaking at innumerable rallies.  He has been concentrating on the importance of his message:

“So many people are apathetic because the war doesn’t affect them directly…The troops over there need someone to fight for them… fight to bring them home so that no more people have to die for a lie.”


Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet
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