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	      From Victims 

      into Perpetrators


Powell Says C.I.A. Was Misled About Weapons

by David E. Sanger, The New York Times, May 17, 2004

Secretary of State Colin L. Powell said for the first time on Sunday that he now believes that the Central Intelligence Agency was deliberately misled about evidence that Saddam Hussein was developing unconventional weapons.

"It turned out that the sourcing was inaccurate and wrong and in some cases, deliberately misleading," Mr. Powell said in the interview, broadcast from Jordan.  "And for that, I am disappointed and regret it."

Hostilities Force Bush into Deep Hole.  Strategy Pushing US into 'Abyss' 

by Julian Borger in Washington, The Guardian/UK, May 20, 2004

"I believe we are absolutely on the brink of failure. We are looking into the abyss," General Joseph Hoar, a former commander in chief of US central command, told the Senate foreign relations committee.

Larry Diamond, an analyst at the conservative Hoover Institution, said: "I think it's clear that the United States now faces a perilous situation in Iraq. There is only one word for a situation in which you cannot win and you cannot withdraw - quagmire." 

"With at least 82% of the Iraqis saying they oppose American and allied forces, how long do you think it will be before the Iraqi government asks our departure?" said Senator Joseph Biden, the senior Democrat on the foreign relations committee.

To the President from a Father: Shame On Us 

by David F. D'Alessandro, The Boston Globe, May 19, 2004

This war is a mistake -- a big mistake. The rest of the world knows it, and in our hearts, so do we. In World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, rich kids, poor kids, college kids, and dropouts all went. They all fought, and hundreds of thousands died. This time it is mainly the poor kids leaving on those planes and coming home in boxes. Most parents whose children have other options will not allow them to go. 

That's why the president is able to press on: All he has at risk personally is his presidency, not his children. That's why I am not organizing protests and why the rest of us are not outraged at every turn. This war has no personal consequences for most of us who as '60s peaceniks changed the world. Shame on us, both of us -- all of us. 

John Kerry was right when he said it in 1971, and he would be wise to take a stand now and say it again: "How do you ask a man to be the last man to die for a mistake?" Mr. President, as this semester ends at Yale, I won't ask Michael to die for a mistake. Are you going to ask that of Barbara? 

(David F. D'Alessandro is chairman and chief executive officer of John Hancock Financial Services.)

Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 5/20/04)

U.S. Soldiers:  797 died (196 died since April 3, 04)

                        4,524 wounded (1,536 wounded since April 3, 04)

Iraqi civilians: 9,148 – 11,005 died 

A Constructive Vision for America's Role in the World  

by George Soros, Commencement Address, delivered at the Columbia School of International & Public Affairs, Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York City, May 17, 2004
The terrorist attacks on September 11 claimed nearly 3,000 innocent lives and the whole world felt sympathy for us as the victims of an atrocity. Then the President declared war on terrorism, and pursued it first in Afghanistan and then in Iraq. Since then the war on terror has claimed more innocent victims than the terrorist attacks on September 11. This fact is not recognized at home because the victims of the war on terror are not Americans. 

But the rest of the world does not draw the same distinction and world opinion has turned against us. So a tremendous gap in perceptions has opened up between us and the rest of the world. The majority of the American public does not realize that we have turned from victims into perpetrators. That is why those gruesome pictures were so shocking. Even today most people don't recognize their full import. 

By succumbing to fear we are doing the terrorists' bidding: we are unleashing a vicious circle of violence. If we go on like this, we may find ourselves in a permanent state of war. The war on terror need never end because the terrorists are invisible, therefore they will never disappear. And if we are in a permanent state of war we cannot remain an open society. 

The concept of open society is based on the recognition that nobody is in possession of the ultimate truth. Might is not necessarily right. However powerful we are, we may be wrong. We need checks and balances and other safeguards to prevent us from going off the rails. After September 11, President Bush succeeded in convincing us that any criticism of the war on terror would be unpatriotic and the spell was broken only 18 months later when the Iraqi invasion did get us off the rails. 

The Roots of Torture 

by John Barry, Michael Hirsh and Michael Isikoff,  Newsweek, Issue of May 24, 2004

A Newsweek investigation shows that, as a means of pre-empting a repeat of 9/11, Bush, along with Defense Secretary Rumsfeld and Attorney General John Ashcroft, signed off on a secret system of detention and interrogation that opened the door to such methods. It was an approach that they adopted to sidestep the historical safeguards of the Geneva Conventions, which protect the rights of detainees and prisoners of war….These techniques entailed a systematic softening up of prisoners through isolation, privations, insults, threats and humiliation—methods that the Red Cross concluded were "tantamount to torture.

Officers Says Army Tried to Curb Red Cross Visits to Prison in Iraq

by Douglas Jehl and Eric Schmitt, The New York Times, May 19, 2004

After International Committee of the Red Cross observed abuses in one cellblock on two unannounced inspections in October and complained in writing on Nov. 6, the military responded that inspectors should make appointments before visiting the cellblock.  That area was the site of the worst abuses.

Iraq Cost: $5 Billion A Month

The Journal News, May 14, 2004

The U.S. military is now spending $4.5 billion to $5 billion a month in Iraq and Afghanistan and needs an "emergency reserve fund" of $25 billion to meet those expenses in the next fiscal year, Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz said.  The Pentagon spent $66.2 billion in Iraq from January 2003 through February of this year, and last month decided to keep more troops in the country than originally planned because of an insurgency that has produced the deadliest fighting in a year.

BRING THE TROOPS HOME NOW!

We welcome you to join us, the Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for our weekly peace vigil at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 PM. For Info: www.rocklandaction.org                              5/22/04
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