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Iraq War On Trial



On May 11, 2005, in a stunning blow to the Bush administration, a Navy judge gave Petty Officer 3rd Class Pablo Paredes NO JAIL TIME for refusing orders to board the amphibious assault ship Bonhomme Richard before it left San Diego with 3,000 sailors and Marines bound for the Persian Gulf on December 6, 2004.
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Pablo Paredes received no jail time, but 

3 months of hard labor and reduced rank to seaman recruit.
Pablo maintained that transporting Marines to fight in an illegal war, and possibly to commit war crimes, would make him complicit in those crimes. He told the judge:

"I believe as a member of the armed forces, beyond having a duty to my chain of command and my President, I have a higher duty to my conscience and to the supreme law of the land. Both of these higher duties dictate that I must not participate in any way, hands-on or indirect, in the current aggression that has been unleashed on Iraq."

("Statement to military judge", www.Truthout.org, 5/11/05)

Marjorie Cohn, a professor at Thomas Jefferson School of Law, provided the following testimony at the trial:

The United Nations Charter forbids the use of force, unless carried out in self-defense or with the approval of the Security Council, neither of which were obtained before Bush invaded Iraq.  Torture and inhuman treatment, which have been documented in Iraqi prisons, constitute grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions, and are considered war crimes under the US War Crimes Statute. 

Both the Nuremberg Principles and the Army Field Manual create a duty to disobey unlawful orders. Article 509 of Field Manual 27-10, specifies that "following superior orders" is not a defense to the commission of war crimes.

Because the Iraq war is illegal, US troops who participate in the war are put in a position to commit war crimes, by boarding that ship and delivering Marines to Iraq - to fight in an illegal war, and possibly to commit war crimes - Pablo would have been complicit in those crimes. Therefore, orders to board that ship were illegal, and Pablo had a duty to disobey them.   ("Navy Judge finds war protest reasonable", www.Truthout.org, 5/13/05)

At the end of the trial, Lt. Cmdr. Robert Klant, the presiding judge said:

"I think that the government has successfully proved that any service member has reasonable cause to believe that the wars in Yugoslavia, Afghanistan and Iraq were illegal."



Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3 pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet
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