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         Generals Worrying 

          Poor Men Crying

Dissension Grows In Senior Ranks On War Strategy

by Thomas E. Ricks, Washington Post, May 9, 2004

Deep divisions are emerging at the top of the U.S. military over the course of the occupation of Iraq, with some senior officers beginning to say that the United States faces the prospect of casualties for years without achieving its goal of establishing a free and democratic Iraq.

Army Maj. Gen. Charles H. Swannack Jr., the commander of the 82nd Airborne Division, who spent much of the year in western Iraq, said he believes that at the tactical level at which fighting occurs, the U.S. military is still winning. But when asked whether he believes the United States is losing, he said, "I think strategically, we are." 

Army Col. Paul Hughes, who last year was the first director of strategic planning for the U.S. occupation authority in Baghdad, said he agrees with that view and noted that a pattern of winning battles while losing a war characterized the U.S. failure in Vietnam. 

A senior general at the Pentagon said he believes the United States is already on the road to defeat. "It is doubtful we can go on much longer like this," he said. "The American people may not stand for it -- and they should not."

When it comes to discussions of the administration's Iraq policy, one Pentagon consultant said, "It's 'Dead Man Walking.' " The worried generals and colonels are simply beginning to say what experts outside the military have been saying for weeks.

A recent USA Today/CNN/Gallup Poll found that a majority of Iraqis want the United States to leave immediately. "In Iraq, we are rapidly losing the support of the middle, which will enable the insurgency to persist practically indefinitely until our national resolve is worn down," the senior U.S. military intelligence officer said.
Texas Town Pays High Human Cost for Iraq War

by Simon Romero, The New York Times, May 8, 2004

San Diego, TX, with about 4,800 residents, has lost two residents in Iraq.  Mr. Benavides, 69, a retired welder in San Diego, TX, clutched a photo of his grandson Jose Amancio Perez III, killed last year in an ambush north of Baghdad.  "His death wasn't necessary.  None of the deaths in that place were necessary."

Dagoberto Gonzalez Sr., a natural-gas pipline worker, whose son D.J. is in the Army in Iraq, said he was afraid.  "I don't care how much of a man you are, I cried for that boy and I cry with worry for my own son," Mr. Gonzalez said.  "I don't want to get into politics, but the middle class and the poor are fighting this war for everyone else."

Middle class might not be the best way to describe San Diego, where the average family income is $19,250 a year, according to the 2000 census, and the unemployment rate is 9.6%.
Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 5/13/04)

U.S. Soldiers:  777 died (176 died since April 3, 04)

                        4,331 wounded (1,343 wounded since April 3, 04)

Iraqi civilians: 9,137 – 10,994 died 

Berg Died for Bush, Rumsfeld 'Sins' - Father  

by Jon Hurdle, Reuters, May 13, 2004 

The father of Nick Berg, the American beheaded in Iraq, directly blamed President Bush and Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld on Thursday for his son's death. 

"My son died for the sins of George Bush and Donald Rumsfeld. This administration did this," Berg said in an interview with radio station KYW-AM.

Two days after the publication of a video showing the execution of his son by five masked men, Berg attacked the Bush administration for its invasion of Iraq and its sponsorship of the Patriot Act, which gives sweeping powers of surveillance to the federal government. 

Berg described the Patriot Act as a "coup d'etat." He added: "It's not the same America I grew up in." 

Red Cross says prisoner abuse was widespread

by Alexander G. Higgins, The Journal News, May 11, 2004

Up to 90 percent of Iraqi detainees were arrested "by mistake," according to coalition intelligence officers cited in a Red Cross report disclosed yesterday.  

Red Cross delegates saw U.S. military intelligence officers mistreating prisoners under interrogation at Abu Ghraib and collected allegations of abuse at more than 10 other detention facilities.

The Red Cross has emphasized that the report was only a summary of its repeated attempts in person and in writing from March to November 2003 to get U.S. officials to stop abuses.
Ex-POW says she fared better than jailed Iraqis

by Jennifer Weil, The Journal News, May 12, 2004 

WEST NYACK — Shoshana Johnson said her treatment at the hands of her Iraqi captors was better than the humiliation and abuse shown being committed by the U.S. service members in recent pictures. 

"I was treated very humanely," Johnson explained that she received medical care while she was held. "The U.S. doctors said if they hadn't operated on me, I would have lost my legs." 

She was surprised that the soldiers acted the way they did. "And you need somebody to tell you that's wrong? You don't need nobody to tell you that's wrong." 

Churches want U.N. to take over Iraq

by Rachel Zoll, The Journal News, May 11, 2004

A national religious group representing 36 Protestant and Orthodox denominations said today that U.S. foreign policy is "dangerous" and urged President Bush to turn over authority in Iraq to the United Nations.

"We are convinced that current policy is dangerous for America and the world and will only lead to further violence." 

BRING THE TROOPS HOME NOW!
We welcome you to join us, the Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for our weekly peace vigil at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 PM. For Info: www.rocklandaction.org                              5/15/04
_1133159946.doc
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