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    I didn't raise my boy 

    to be a soldier

"That was so hard because I believe they went there to find nothing, and all these young lives have been lost." 

"Rich kids don't join the Army.  The minorities are the ones who are vulnerable to the situation, and that is so unfair."

by Carmen Palmer of Mount Vernon, NY.  

Carmen's only son, 22-year-old Marine Bernard Gooden, was killed in Iraq on April 4, 2003. 

(The Journal News, 3/19/04)

When I think of Mother's Day with troops being killed daily in Iraq and Afghanistan, I recall the lyrics of a popular World War I song of 1915, "I Didn't Raise My Boy to Be a Soldier".

I didn't raise my boy to be a solider,

I brought him up to be my pride and joy,

Who dares to put a musket on his shoulder,

To shoot some other mother's darling boy?

Let nations arbitrate their future troubles,

It's time to lay the sword and gun away,

There'd be no war today,

If mothers all would say,

I didn't raise my boy to be a soldier.

Casualties of the Iraq war (3/19/03 – 5/6/04)

U.S. Soldiers:  767 died (171 died since April 3, 04)

                        4,133 wounded (1,145 wounded since April 3, 04)

Iraqi civilians: 9,061 – 10,918 died 

How was Mother's Day started?

Mother's Day was started after the Civil War, as a protest to the carnage of that war, by women who had lost their sons.  Here is an excerpt of the original Mother's Day Proclamation from 1870: 

Mother's Day Proclamation

by Julia Ward Howe, Boston, 1870



Arise, then, women of this day!  Arise all women who have hearts, whether our baptism be that of water or of fears! Say firmly: "We will not have great questions decided by irrelevant agencies. Our husbands shall not come to us, reeking with carnage, for caresses and applause. Our sons shall not be taken from us to unlearn all that we have been able to teach them of charity, mercy and patience. We women of one country will be too tender of those of another country to allow our sons to be trained to injure theirs. From the bosom of the devastated earth, a voice goes up with our own. It says "Disarm, Disarm! The sword of murder is not the balance of justice."


Julia Ward Howe is the author of  Battle Hymn of the Republic.
There is just one gift that all the worrying mothers of those now serving in the military would want over any other.  That their children be returned home - safe, unharmed, healthy and happy. 

Let's support those brave moms.  Join in our pleas to:

BRING THE TROOPS HOME NOW!
We welcome you to join us, the Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for our weekly 

peace vigil at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 PM. For Info: www.rocklandaction.org, or call The Fellowship of Reconciliation at 358-4601         5/8/04
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