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Bush Insider Speaks Out

Source: "Ex-Aide Details A Loss of Faith In the President", by Jim Rutenberg, the New York Times, 4/1/07
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Matthew Dowd


Matthew Dowd, 45, the chief campaign strategist for President Bush’s re-election has broken with the President on a series of issues including the war in Iraq. 

In an interview with the New York Times, Dowd called for a US withdrawal from Iraq and expressed his disappointment in Mr. Bush's leadership. 



Dowd said: “If the American public says they’re done with something, our leaders have to understand what they want. They’re saying, ‘Get out of Iraq.’”
Dowd said he began having doubts on Iraq even as he was orchestrating the President’s election race against former Democratic presidential candidate Senator John Kerry.  He said he later wrote but never submitted an op-ed entitled “Kerry Was Right” after Kerry called for an Iraq withdrawal.

His change of heart was sparked in part by Bush’s refusal to meet the peace activist Cindy Sheehan (whose son died in Iraq) at his Crawford estate in the summer of 2005.  He also cited the expected deployment of his own son to Iraq as an important factor.

Dowd said he was dumbfounded when Mr. Bush did not immediately fire Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld after revelations that American soldiers had tortured prisoners at Abu Ghraib.

Dowd said he had become so disillusioned with the war that he had considered joining street demonstrations against it. 


Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY
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