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 Remember that one?  That poster from the Vietnam era? 

 Well, now thirty years later, as we approach Earth Day on April 22, shouldn’t we be asking ourselves again …

“Do we want a world that is good for children and other living things?”
Or 

“Do we want war?”
… because we all know we can’t have both!

Do we want a world that is bad for children and other living things – not just in war zones, like Iraq, Israel, Kosovo – but also in “war-free” zones, like the United States, Canada, and Western Europe?

Do we want a world in which … our own soldiers – our sons and daughters, brothers and sisters, husbands, wives, parents – are coming back from the war fronts …

… dead?

In the last year alone the American body count in Iraq is close to 700, and that’s only the official number of casualties in action.  It doesn’t include deaths from “friendly fire,” accidents, and – yes – even suicides among American military personnel, all of which would bring the count close to 1,000 American dead.
… mentally and physically damaged for life?

The wounded and disabled in Iraq now total almost 12,000 Americans in the same time period!
… sick from radiation and depleted uranium poisoning?

Even if CNN and the other media were giving us the “real information,” we wouldn’t need it now … because it’s coming right home to Rockland County.  

On April 3, 4, and 6 The New York Daily News and the Rockland Journal News of April 10 have reported the soldiers from Orangeburg, Rockland County, poisoned by DU during their service in Iraq.  “The nine G.I.s, all members of the 442nd Military Police Company, based in Orangeburg, Rockland County, say they and other members of their company became sick last summer while stationed in the Iraqi town of Samawah,” wrote Juan González of the Daily News.  Four of these Rockland County soldiers have been confirmed by an independent medical pathologist as having DU poisoning. 
 Here are some facts about DU (depleted uranium):  

“Just about all American bullets, 120 mm tank shells, missiles, dumb bombs, smart bombs, 500 and 2,000 pound bombs, cruise missiles, and anything else engineered to help our side in the war of us against them has Uranium in it. Lots of Uranium. … In the case of a cruise missile, as much as 800 pounds of the stuff.”  In Iraq 2003 the U.S. “used about 4,000,000 pounds of the stuff give or take.” (Bob Nichols, Okla. City Reporter)

It gets even scarier when we discover that during that year alone, the U.S. released radiation equivalent to around 250,000 Nagasaki nuclear bombs…  
How does this impact the human body and the environment? 


“The radiation produced by depleted uranium in battle is a poison, a carcinogenic material that causes birth defects, lung disease, kidney disease, leukemia, breast cancer, lymphoma, bone cancer, and neurological disabilities. 

… When DU munitions explode, the air is bathed in a fine, radioactive dust, which carries on the wind, is easily inhaled, and eventually enters the soil, pollutes ground water, and enters the food chain. Unexploded casings gradually oxidize, releasing more uranium into the environment.” (Paul Rockwell, UN Observer, Feb. 25, 2004)

Do we want a world that sees the effects of this spreading even into “war-free” zones?

“The use of depleted uranium is a crime whose horrific consequences have yet to run their course.” (Rockwell)

And like the acid rain from the industrial pollution of earlier decades, 

DU will “come back to haunt us. ” More facts: …
“There are more than 77,000 Tons stored at the103 nuclear waste plants and the several Nuclear Weapons Labs in the US. Each one makes another 250 pounds of radioactive material a day for radioactive bullets, bombs, and missiles…” (Nichols)

And as if we didn’t already have enough at home …

“Every year about this time the Southern winds leave a fine desert sand on the windshields of cars parked outside in Continental Europe and Britain. Soon this sand dust will carry a surprise … If not the uranium munitions themselves, the uranium dust will be in the bodies of our returning armed forces, time bombs slowly ticking away … with their very own internal radiation source, the cannon fodder of the 21st Century American Nuclear Wars.”  (Nichols)  

Is this the kind of world you want?

No?  Then join us to start changing things now!

Join Rockland Coalition for Peace and Justice for weekly peace vigils at Middletown Rd. & Rt. 59 in Nanuet, every Saturday 1-3 pm.  For info: www.rocklandaction.org or call the Fellowship of Reconciliation at 358-4601.

Together we can make Earth Day 2004 the beginning of a new world, a world “safe for children and other living things”.
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