PAGE  

[image: image1.jpg]o

Rockland Coalition
for Peace & Justice




Death of a Marine



Source: "Death of a Marine" by Bob Herbert, the New York Times, 3/19/07
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Cpl. Jeffrey Michael Lucey


Cpl. Jeffrey Michael Lucey of Belchertown, Mass., 23, a Marine Reservist, served in Iraq in 2003, and took his own life after being released and not treated at a VA hospital on 6/22/04. 

Wars rip apart the mind and the soul in the same way that bullets and bombs mutilate the body.  

A new study showed that a quarter of the Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans treated have been diagnosed with a mental disorder. (published in the Internal Medicine on 3/12/07)



By the time Jeffrey Lucey came home from Iraq, he was a mess.  He had gruesome stories to tell. On the Christmas Eve of 2003, Jeffrey hurled his dogtags at his sister and cried out, "Don't you know your brother's a murderer?"

Jeffrey's parents tried desperately to get help for Jeffrey, but neither the military nor the Veterans Administration is equipped to cope with the war's mounting emotional and psychological casulaties.  

With a backlog of more than 860,000 medical claims and waiting times of up to a year for treatment, many of the troops coming home are not getting the help they need, Joe Davies, a spokeman for the Veterans of Foreign Wars said.
The Luceys are angry.  They've joined an antiwar organization, Military Families Speak Out, and they want the war in Iraq brought to an end.  "That's the only way to prevent further Jeffreys from happening."  
Mr. Lucey was bitter over the government's failure to address many of the critical needs of troops returning from Iraq.  He said, "When we hear anybody in the administration get up and say that they support the troops, it sickens us."



Join our Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY
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