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$3 Trillion War in Iraq 

Joseph Stiglitz, winner of the 2001 Nobel Prize in economics, just published a book “The Three Trillion Dollar War: The True Costs of the Iraq Conflict.”

Below are excerpts from his article “The $3 Trillion War in Iraq” in the Toronto Star (3/12/08)

$3,000,000,000,000

“… I conservatively estimate the economic cost of the war to the U.S. to be $3 trillion, and the costs to the rest of the world to be another $3 trillion - far higher than the Bush administration’s estimates before the war.

“The Bush team not only misled the world about the war’s possible costs, but has also sought to obscure the costs as the war has gone on.

This is not surprising. After all, the Bush administration lied about everything else, from Saddam Hussein’s weapons of mass destruction to his supposed link with Al Qaeda. Indeed, only after the U.S.-led invasion did Iraq become a breeding ground for terrorists.

The Bush administration said the war would cost $50 billion. The U.S. now spends that amount in Iraq every three months…

The administration has tried to keep the war’s costs from the American public. Veterans groups have used the Freedom of Information Act to discover the total number of injured - 15 times the number of fatalities.

Already, 52,000 returning veterans have been diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder. The U.S. government will need to provide disability compensation to an estimated 40 per cent of the 1.65 million troops that have already been deployed…

The war has had only two winners: oil companies and defense contractors.”
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Join our 281st Peace Vigils to end the war!

Every Saturday, 1-3pm, at Rte. 59 & N. Middletown Rd. in Nanuet, NY
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